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The Proceedings of the }- F, 4A 


Ecclefs ical Council | 


Convened at Salem in 1 734. : 


Ocenronry gen 3 +. 


By the ſoandalous Diviſions in the firſt Church 
in that Town, continuing after repeated Ad- 
monitions given them in the way of Commu= _ 
nion of Churches, expreſſing that concern 
and charity they owe to each other, according 
to the Laws of Chfiſt, and the = Prin- 
1 of Congregational Chur 5 
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judging the method of communion of 
neighbouring churches, as deſcribed by 


*XxX our venerable Synods, to be agreeable to 
CO NED the ſacred Scriptures ; and naving accord- 
* ingly made this method the ground of 
their proceſs ; we preface the narrative with the judg- 
maent of the Synods of 1648 & 1662, concerning the 


| SSH late eccleſiaſtical council at Salem; 
BT 


communion of churches ; as follows, 


n 


Platform of Church Diſcipline, Chap. XV, 


Of the Communion of Churches one with another. 


I. A Lthough churches be diſtin, and therefore 
* © may not be confounded one with another, 
= - . _ © andequal,and therefore have not dominion 
- © one over another; yet all the churches ought to pre- 
© ſerve church communion one with another, becauſe 
they are all united unto Chriſt, not only as a myſti- 
| © cal but as a political head, whence is derived aCom- 
: : 3 ſuitable thereunto. = I. 4 225 1 8. 8. 
om, 16, 16. 1 Cor · 16. 19, AGES 15.23. Rev. 2. 1. 
%% T Sy, 4 IL © The 


Lü! 
II. The communion of churches is exerciſed ſundry 
* Ways. 1. By way of mutual care, in taking thought 
for one anothers welfare, 2. By way of conſultation 
* one with another, when we haye occaſion to require 


the judgment and counſel of other churches, touch- 
any perfon or cauſe wherewith they may be det. 


dag 
equaimed than our ſelves. As the church at 


* Anoch conſulted with the apoſtles and elders of the 


church at Zeruſalem, about the queſtion of circumcs- 
on of the gentiles, and about the falſe teachers that 
* broached that doctrine- In which caſe, when any 
church wanterh light or peace amongſt themſelves, 
it is à Way of ommunion of churches { actording to 
 * the word) to meet together, by their elders and 


« other meſſengers in a Synod, to confider and argue 
* the points in doubt or difference; and having found. 


or the way of truth and peace, to commend the 


lame by their letter and meſſengers to the churches 


whom the fame may concern. But if a church be 
rent with diviſions among themſelves, or lie under 
any open ſcandal, and yet refuſe to conſult with 


other churches, for healing or removing of the ſame, 


© it fs matter of juſt offence both to the Lord Jeſus,and 

to other churches, as bewtaying too much want of 
. mercy and faithfulneſs, not to ſeek to bind up the 
_* breaches and wounds of the church and brethren ; 
© and therefore the ſtate of ſuch a church calleth aloud 


upon ether churches to exercife a fuller act of bro- h 


* therly communion, to wit, by way of admonition. 
* 3. A third way then of communion of churches is by 


* way of admonition; to wit, in caſe any publick offznce 
be found in a church, which they either diſcern not, 


or are {low in proceedihgto uſe the means for the re- 
moving and healing of, Paul bad no authority over 
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© Perer, yet when he ſaw Peter not Walking with a 1 
right foot, he publickly rebuked him before the 


I church. Tho' churches have to more authority one 
_ © oyer another, than one apoſtle had over another, yet 
Las one apoſtle might admoniſ another, ſo may one 

church admoniſh'ai/d:het, and yet without ufurpa- 


„ 


ä ; iii } | 
© tion. In which caſe if the church that lieth under 
« offence, do not hearken to the church that doth ad- 
© moniſh her, the church is to acquaint other gaigb. 


* bour churches with that offence which the offending 
© church {till lie th under, together with their noted 


of the brotherly admonition given unto them; 


© whereupon thoſe other churches are to join in fe. 
© conding the admonition formerly given; and if ſtili 


* the offending church continue in obſtinacy aud im- 
« penitency, they may forbear communion with them, 
c and are to proceed to make ule of the help of a Sy- 


nod, or council ef neighbour churches walking or- 


e derly (if a greater cannot conveniently be had) for. 


c their conviction. If they hear not the Synod, the 
© © Synod having declared them tobe obſtinate, particu- 
lar churches approving and accepting the judgment 
of the ſynod, are to declare the ſentence of non- com- 
munion reſpectively concerning them; and there- 
upon, out of a religious care to keep their on com- 
_ © munioa pure, they may juſtly withdraw themſelves 
© from participation with them at the Lord's table, and 
from ſuch other acts of holy communion as the com- 


* munion of churches doth otherwiſe allow & require. 


© Nevertheleſs, if any members of ſuch a church as lieti 
under publick offence, do not conſent to the offence = 
© of the church, but do in due fort bear witneſs againit 


© it, they are ſtill to be received to wonted communi- 
on; for it is not equal that the jnnoc-nt ſhould ſuffer 
© with the offenſive. Yea, furthermore, if ſuch inno- 
cent members, after due waiting in the ule cf ail 
good means for the healing of the offence of their 
* own church, ſhall at laſt, (with the allowance of the_ 


council of neighbour churches ) withdraw from the 
© tzYowſhip of their own church, and offer themſeluts 


"20 the followthip of another, we judge it lawful for 
* the other church to receive them (being othe: wiſe. 


fit) as if they had been orderly diſmiſſed to them 


* from the ir own c#urch, 4 A fourth way of commu— 
nion of churches is by way of participation The 
members of one church occaſionally coming to 95 
7 Ty TSS 3 
b F | | | | : ther, c 


[ iv } 
ti ther, we willingly admit them to partake with us at 
the Lord's table, it being the ſeal of our communion, 
© not only with Chriſt, nor only with the members of 
© our own church, but alſo with all the churches of the 
* ſaints; in which regard we refuſe not to baptize 
their children preſented to us, if either their own| 
© Miniſter be abſent, or ſuch a fruit of holy fellowſhip 
de deſired with us. In like caſe, ſuch churches as are 
_ © furniſhed with more miniſters than one, do willingly 
afford one of their own Miniſters to ſupply the place 
of an abſent or ſick miniſter of another church for 
a needful ſeaſon, 5. A fifth way of church commu- 
* nion, is by way of recommendation, when a member 
© of one church, hath occaſion to reſide in another 
© church, if but for a ſeaſon, we commend him to their 
© watchful fellowſhip, by letters of recommendation; 
© but if he be called to ſettle his abode there, we com- 
mit him according to his defire, to the 1 of 
_ © their covenant, by letters of diſmiſſion - 6. A ſixth 
way of church-communion is in caſe of need, to mini- 
if * ſter relief and ſuccour one unto another, either of a- 
ble members, to furniſh them with officers, or of out- 
Ward ſupport, to the neceſſities of poorer churches, as 


. Ez <p ve 9 


did the churches of the Gentiles contribute liberally 
ft * to the poor ſaints at Zeruſalem. Cant. 8. 8. Acts 15. 
2, 8, 22, 23. ESek. 34. 4: Gal. 2. 1t, to 14. Mat. 18. 
15, 16, 1. By proportion. Gen. 18. 25. 1 Cor. 12.13. 
Nom. 16 1. Acts 18.27. and 11. 22, 29. Rom. 13. 26,2. 
III. Whena company of believers propoſe to gather 
into a church. felloꝛeſpip, it is requiſite for their ſafer 
* proceeding, and the maintaining of the communion [ 
t © of churches, that they ſignify their intent unto tze 
'' © neighbour churches, walking according unto the or- ; 
Wn der of the goſpel, and deſire their preſence and help, 
'' * and right hand of fellowſhip, which they ought rea- 
!* * dilyto give unto them, when there is no juſt cauſe 


9 3 


* of excepting againſt their proceedings. Gal. 2. 1, 2. E 
*-and 9- &y properton.. s 5 l 

IV. Beſides theſe ſeveral ways of communion, the re is 7 
* alloa way of propagarion of churches ; When a 


church 
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- © church ſhall grow too numerous, it is a way, and fit 
© ſeaſon to propagate one church out of another, by 


* L © 


© ſending forth ſuch of their members as are willing 
© to remove, and procure ſome officers to them, as may 
© enter with them into church eſtate amongſt them- 


© ſelves. As Bees, when the hive is too full, iſſue 
© forth by ſwarms, and are gathered into other hives ; 
© ſo the churches of Chriſt may do the ſame upon like 


© neceſſity; and therein hold forth to them the right 


. band of fellowſhip, both in their gathering into a 


* church, and in the ordination of their officers, Jai. 


e Synod of 1662. Queſtion 2. Prop. IV. 
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: ; IV. * ACTS of communion of churches are ſuch as 


© theſe ; 1 


1. Hearty care and prayer one for another, 2 Cor. 11. 
28. Cant. 8 8 Rom. 1. 9. Col. 1. 9. Eph. 6.18. 


228. To afford relief, by communication of their Gifts in 
remporal or ſpiritual neceſſities, Rom. 15. 26, 2. Acts 


1, 25, 49. 2 S031, 4 14-0 „ 
3. To maintain unity and peace, by giving account one 


70 another of their publick actions, when it is orderly de- 
= ſired. Acts 11. 2, 3, 4, 18. Joſh. 22. 13, 21, 30. 1 Cor. 
10. 32. and to ſtrengthen one another in their regular 
.  adminiſtratsons ; as in ſpecial by a concurrent teſtimony 


againſt perſons juſtly cenſured. Acts 15. 41. & 16. 4, 5. 
2 Tim. 4. 15. 2 Theſ. 3. 14 1 1 e 


4 75 feel and accept help from, and give help unto 


8 


* 


doctrinal or practical, that may ariſe. Acts 15. 2, 6. 


each ot her: 5 


* ey 
$5 5 


(i.) In caſe of diviſions and contentions, whereby the 
peace of any church is diſturbed, Acts 15. 2. 
(2.) In matters of more than ordinary importance, Prov. 
24. 6. and 15. 22. as Ordination, Tran/lation, aud De- 
Poſirion of elders, and ſuch like. 1 Tim. 5. 22. 
3.) In doubiſul and difficult queſtions and controverſies 


(4 For 


Pi] 


(A] For the reStifying of male-adminitrations, & heal. 
ug of errors and ſtandals, that are unhealed among them 
Foes. © 3 Joh. ver. 9, 10. 2 Cor: 2. 6, 11, 1 Cor. 15. 
Kev. 2. 14, 15, 16. 2 Cor. 12. 20, 21. and 13. 2. Churches 
now have need of help in like caſes, as well as chur- 
cdes then. Chriſt's care is ſtill for whole churches, a2 
well as for particular perſons; and apoſtles being now 
keaſecꝭ there remains the duty of brotherly- love, and 
mutual care and helpful neſs incumbent upon churches, 
JJ. eng: 
F. In love and faithfulneſ ro take notice of the troubles 
and difficulties, errors and ſcandals of another church, _ 
and to adminiſter help (when the caſe manifeſtly calls for 
it) though they ſhould ſo neg lect their own good & dury, 
"65. nat rc ſcek it. Exod. 23. 4, 5. Prov. 24. tr, 12. 
6. To admoniſh one another when there is need and 
_ cauſe for it; and after due means with patience uſed, ro | 
mit hdraau from a church or peccant party therein, obſit- 
1 gately per ſiſting in error or ſcandal; as in the Plat- 
Porn Diſcipline (Chap. 15 Sect. 2. Partic. 3) is more 
| t large declared. Gal. 2. 11. 14 2 Theſ. 3 6. Rom. 
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for A Proceſs with the firſt Church in Salem, &c. 


HE ſecond church in Boſton, having ſent an 
A2dmonition to the firſt church in Salem, for 
the ir ſcandalous neglect ot means to heal the 
unchriſtian diviſions which have ariſen and 
mM. pre vailed for ſome years among them; and 
that admonition having been ſeconded by the third 
_ Church in Boſton, the church in Rumny Marſh, and the 
frlirſt church in GJoceſter, but without the defired good 
effect; thoſe four Churches thought it their duty tg 


=> | 
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nnake uſe of a council of neighbour churches walking or- 


© derly for the conviction of that offending church, as is di- 
© fedted in our platform of church diſciphine, Chap. XV. 
Toerters of communion were accordingly directed to 
even and twenty churches, requeſting them to meet by 
„% their paſtors and other delegates in an eccleſiaſtical 
council upon this important occaſion : And nipereef} 
of the ſaid churches ſent their delegates ; who met at 
Salem, July 16. 1734, choſe the reverendMr. Næehemi ah 
Malter their Moderator, and, as to the method of pro- 
gr ee ding in their votes, determined, that all vores paſjed 
y the Council ſhould be taken from the majority of ihe 
_* churches and not of particular perſons, and that the elders 
© of the churches Gould have only a ſingle vote. 


De = " . 4 : | e | 
* 


(2) 


When the delegates of the four churches were noti- 7 
fied by a committee, that the council was ready to re- 
ceive them, they came in, and ſignified by their mode- > 
rator that they were prepared to open the caſe ina 
publick hearing; but, as it was late in the afternoon, - 
the council put off the hearing to the next day. 


Next morning a committee was ſent tothe reverend _ «6 

Mr Fiske paſtor of the firſt church in Salem, (ho, as ap- 

| peared by a letter from the paſtors of the four churches, _ 
had been ſeaſonably informed of the calling of this _ « 
council) to notify him, that the council were about to 
give a publick hearing to what the delegates of tbe 
four churches had to lay before them; and that he and 
his church were de ſired to meet them within an hour at 
the meeting-houle of the firſt parith in Salem, and com- 
municate to them what they had to offer. But the 
committee returned from Mr. Fiske with this anſwer, 
„ That, as he had always declared againſt „he third way 
© of Communton,and therefore had all along refuſed to 
© have any thing to do in this way, fo he ſtill declar- 
ed againſt it. & refuſed to have any thing to do in this 
matter.“ Whereupon another Committee was ſent 
to notify the brethren of the firſt church in Salem, that 
the council were met & would have a publick hearing 
of the caſe, and to deſire them to appear and offer what 
they had to ſay: And, when this committee return d 
with a report, that all the brethren of the church, ce pt 
one, had been notified by them, the council adjourned _ * 
to three o'clock P. M. at the meeting houſe. = 


* 
[ 
0 
[ 


The delegates of the four churches appear'd to open 
the caſe at the time and place of adjournment, and in 
the name of their reſpective churches laid it before the 
council; by reading an inſtrument, in which (1) They _ 
declare the grounds upon which they have proceeded | 
in admoniſhing the firſt church inSaler and calling this 
council: (2) They give a narrative of the caſe which 
has occaſioned their preſent application to other chur- 7 
ches: And, (3) They propoſe what they defire and 
expect from this council. Thi q 
= 85 | 11S 
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This inſtrument, with the letters and teſtimonies 
2 which ſupported the narrative of their proceedings, 


we think proper to be given in the ſame order as they - 
were laid before the couneil ; as follows. _ 


Me.. Mderator, 


1 


end n \ Venerable council being here convened at the 


« requeſt of the ſecond and third churches in 
* Boſton, the church in Rumny Mar ſb, and the 


4 firſt church in Gloceſter, the delegates of thoſe chur- 


ee 


6 
0 
ther at this time; to give a faithful narrative of the 
melancholy caſe which has occationed their preſent 
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ches are now preſent, in their name to declare 2 
rounds upon which they have proceeded in admoniſh- 
ing the firſt church in Salem, and calling you toge- 


application to other churches ; and to propoſe whar 


they defire and expect from this venerable council: = 


And we beg your patience, while we endeavour 
theſe things in as brief and clear a manner as Wwe. 
Ne begin with declaring rhe grounds upon 


« which our churches have proceeded : and they are 
60 | 


ſuch as theſe following ; which we think agreable 
to reaſon and ſcripture, as well as to our platform 
J) 8 


1. That in caſes of miſchievous unchriſt ian diviſions 


and contentions ariſing & prevailing among them, 'tis 


the duty of a church of Chriſt to meet together, and 


uſe means of healing among themſelves; and where 
ſuch means are ineffectual, 'tis the duty of our 
churches to ſeek and accept help from, and give 
help to one another, 5 1 

2. That when a church rent with diviſions refuſes 
either to meet and uſe means among themſelves, or 
(whenthey are ineffectual)to conſult with neighbour 
churches for healing the ſame, 'tis matter of offence 
to Chriſt, and to other churches : ſuch diſregard of 
the breaches and wounds of the church and brethren 


bewraying too much want of mercy and faithfulneſs. 


2 1 3. That 
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3. ec That when any church in love and faithfulneſs 


- & takes notice of the troubles, difficulties and ſcandals 


* ariſing and continuing long in a neighbour church, 
* the caſe may be ſuch as manifeſtly calls them to ad- 


© miniſter help to that neighbour church; tho? they 
* ſhould ſo neglect their own good and duty as not 


* to ſeek it: As particularly, when a church doth not 
* diſcern, or is ſlow in proceeding to uſe means for 


© healing and removing a publick offence ; and ſome _ 
© of the members of it (according to the advice of a _ 


council of churches) make application for charitable 
„C b yy po : ; 


* thus to adminiſter help to æ neighbour church, they 


© haye a juſt claim to communion with that church 
by letters & conference: and "tis juſt matter of _ 

„ ſcandal, if ſuch communion is denied them, without 
the neighbour church's giving ſome ſufficient rea- 


5. „That when a church which adminiſters chari- 


© table help to their neighbours who neglect the _ 
© means of peace, is not allowed communion with __ 
s them in ſuch ways, and no weighty reaſon is given 
© by the neighbouring church for refuſing it, this is a 
5 bee for admonithing them: and if repeated 


nitions are obſtinately diſregarded, there is 


* thefi occaſion for calling a council of other chur- 


ches to uſe means for their conviction, and to de- 
_ © clare them obſtinate in ſcandal, if they will not 


* be brought to uſe the means of peace as becomes a 


© church of Chriſt, | Wes I 

© Theſe are the grounds upon which our churches * 
« have proceeded in admonithing the firſt church in 
* Salem, and calling this council. 


8. 2. © In the next place we are to give you a faith. 
Jul narrative of the melancholy caſe which has occa- 
& {ioned their calling you together: That you may 
& be able to judge from facts, whether they had fufft. 

„ 4 NE oe PR V « cient 


4 © That when a church think themſclves called 
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e cient reaſon for what they have done upon the fore? 
* mentioned grounds and principles; which we ſup- 
poſe will not be diſpuced among congregational 

herbe . ; 
« And here we are to give 2 juſt and impartial ac- | 
count of the caſe, as it was tranſacted by the ſecond 

church in Boſton alone, and as it was tranſacted by 
| ff the other forementioned churches in conjunction 
with them. | 


The ond hich of Boſton at a wies tig January 
= « © 40. 1733, reccived a letter from twenty one hre- 
led 3 6 thren of the firſt church in Salem dated Decemb E 


ey | 6 20, which runs in the following words, Ee 
Ich 

of Þ 'To he revel Mr. FeſpuaGee, & Mr. Samuel Mather, 
out Taſtors of the ſecond church of Chriſt 1 in Boſton, : 


1 be communicated. 


: Revercud honored: and beloved, 


745 letter is to inform you, that the aggrieved of the 

firſt church of Chriſt in Salem (agreavle to rhe advice 
| of the council of ten churches aſſembled here on the 17th. 
of July laſt) have renewed theif application, to the rev. 
Mr. Samuel Fiske, for the removal of their grievances, by 
giving them chriſtian ſatisfattion to the articles of charge 
exhibered in their paper of the 16th. of March 1751: and 
that Mr. Fiske has reſuſed bo bear and endeavour their 
1 ſati faction, will abundantly appear to you from his letter 
2 of rhe;iſtof Auguſt 1133, 4 copy of which is berewsth 
8 to ꝓou, as alſo the copies of all the proceedings 
y nce the council. | 

The aggrieved, in a letter of the ath of September, did 
2 earneſtly deſire the rev. Mr. Fiske, that be would give 
4 them an opportunity of laying the caſe before the Church, 
45. 4 by calling them together in a church. meeting, 10 hear 
ca - and conſider what might be offered both by the paſtor and 
ay | the aggrieved ; to which Mr Fiske bas given 1b anſwer 


fi- = 70 ibes day: 8 | | 
at - on 


4. 8 


The aggrieved, perceiving no proſpect of a hearing in 
rb church in a church-meeting called by the paſtor have 
[pant much time and pains in endeavouring a conference 
ar their brethren who remain ſatisfied with the paſtors 
condutt & behavicur (thinking that brotherly conferences 
might have a tead-ncy to unite their ſentimen's, and ſi be. 

a means of putting an happy ifJue to their diſtreſ}ed ſtare) © 
bat cannot obtain ſuch a conference not<rirbſtanding all © 
their earneſt endeavours therefor : ſo that the ancient 

church of Chriſt ar Salem remains ſtill in bleeding dying 
circumſtances, & its members are ſcattered abroad az Jeep 
dit Hout a ſhepherd, exyoſed to the remprations & allure- 
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. ments of fuch as au draw them off from th ir cominu- 
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ih nion; there ſeeming to be no faith[ulne(s nor care to ſeck 


WM apprehend, that the broken and diſtreſſæ! fare f .; 
this church (next to our ſins the procuring eauſe of dib,ʒ 7 

 * qudgments) is owing to the contempt of the diſriniins, and = 
it good order of the churches of this land Aud wo fear, 

ih That unleſs the great head of the church, in his injiatte 
| il merey and tender compaſſion to us, does incli n- eur Hearts, 
Is or the hearts of ſome of his faithful fervants in hie 
churches, to enquire into the irregularities of th:\ cu. 
i ond (if need be) to exerciſe that diſcipline towards it, as 
s laid deus in our platform of church government we = 
hall be in the utmoſt bazard of ſinking into [ucr indif. 
Perency and libertiniſin in religious matters 4s Will in a 

little time altogether deſtroy the power, if not the ven 
% e 
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Now we pray that the God of peace, which brought 
again from the dead cur Loyd Feſus, that great ſp*rrher# © 
of the ſheep, through the blood of the everlaſting covenant, © 
would grant to you that direction relating to us, as may 
conduce moſt to his glory, and our ſpiritual good, and 
make you perfett in every good work, to do his will, work- 


ing in you that which is well pleaſing in his ſight, through 
Telus Chriſt, to whon be glory for ever, Amen, W. ; 


Os 


. 
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ä 
We are your brethren in the goſpel 


of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Salem, Decemb. 20th. 17 734. | 
Benjamin Lynde 
As to the diols of REN the. 49 #4 James Lindall 
grieved brethren formerly exhibited Bey jamin Marſton 
againſt our rev. paſtor, we deſire to John Bickford 
leave them to God, the great, omniſci- | Henry Weſt. 


ent, and impartial judge of all things. | 
But as to the conduct of our rev. Samuel Ropes 


paſtor under theſe our preſent diftreſſes; Nathanael Phippen 5 


not to have any ſceming inclination to | e e Jun. 
reſtore the peace of his church, to re- John Nutting 
coder ſuch as go away trom our com | Samuel Weſt | 
munion, is very aſtoniſhing. 1 Nathaniel Ropes 
Urn it be ſafe then for us to live _ George Daland 
; 5 Pp 5 I. Samuel Giles 
| James Grant 
8 "Ra | John Archer 
James Odell. Miles Ward, Jun. 
Jonathan Gardner. Benjamin Lambert 


Jobn Bickford, Jun. 


"mp This letter was read with he copies of ſix others 
N therein referred to, Which are as follows, 


Salem, (Auguſt « 20. 173 3: 
Rev. Sir, f 


Areale to the chriſtian advice given to us, in a as 
of 4 council of ten churches convened at Salem on rhe 
177% of July laſt, for our healing and peace by God's 
well, wwe do now once again earneſtly beſesch and intrear 


Jou, to give us chriſtian ſatisfaftion, to thoſe articles of 


charge by many of us exhibited againſt you, in a paper of 
the 16th of March 173 1: that the dangerous contention 


hie for a long time has prevailed amongſt us, may iſſus 


in that forgiveneſs, peace, unity, and brotherly love, 
which are fo 28881 oy, beaurifub, and ornamental in the 


chr ige he. | 
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wie are the aggtieved brethren of your flock; 


ao perſon hath yet ſhewed to me, is unreaſonable, hor 
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1.2 Jobs Nutting Benjamin Lynde 
Nathanael Ropes James Lindall _ 

. George Daland Henry Weſt 
flames Grant Samuel Ropes _ 
Miles Ward, jun. Nathanael Phippen 
John Archer Samuel Weſt 
Samuel! Giles. Benjamin Marſton 2 
ers, SPE LES UE i T. Benj. Lynde, jun. 
ur rev. Mr. Samuel Fiste, eee 5 


Paſtor of the firſt Church of 
_ Chriſt in Salem. 2 


Mr. Fiske's Letter of the 31ſt of Auguſt 1733. 


Brethren, 


= ow paper of the zoth inſtant J have conſidered, and 


obſerve to you, That you may not expect, the reſult c 


pour council ſhould be deciſive with me: and among many 
reaſons, this more eſpecially may be noticed ; that having 
the caſe but from one ſide, a right under(\anding and 
Judgment thereof could not be had and formed The wiſe 
and juſt king Solomon obſerves in the 18th. Proverbs 1). 


And without doubt to me, this obſervation had literally 


been verifyed in our controverſy, had a hearing been re. 
_ gularly brought forward and bad upon it. How far that / 


reſult may be acceptable to you, you beſt know. I do nos | 
find any light for information, proof and convittion, ex. 
Hibited in or with it ; nor that it hath determined, what 


the ſatssfattion is, which you may deſire : nor have your 


ſelves now, in your laſt paper, propoſed what it ſhall be. 


How then ſhould I be able to know, what you or rt 
Councils deſires are on that head? 4 W / 


Brethren, Were I ſenſible I had wronged you, inthe 


particulars which your paper dated March 161 1731, 


Suggeſts, I ſhould freely have done you right. And that 


this matter might rightly be determined, I fully made a 
propoſal to you in writing, dated May zd. 1733. which 
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ie and prace 
truth and juſtice, whic 507 
Is; and which if purſu:d, I believe would ſoon ſertie 


things among us. 


Galem, Aug. 31.7733. 


Rev. Sir, 
A Your letter 


full and as public as the 


8 
. 
* 


mY 


© rrary or unſcriptural. Wherefore IJ may avell yeſt my 

= ſelf on that bottom, nor may Y Pope any ſafe or abldiy 
ce, on any other foundation than that F 

which, as I take it, that propoſal 
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tu kn 
your affe&ionate & faithful paſtor} 


Samuel Fiske} 
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Brethrens anſwet to Mr. Fiske's fore going letter. 


5 8 5 
SEAL TEES ARE 
ety WIRE ig 


of the 31ſt of Auguſt laſt in anſwer 20 wes 5 
+ of rhe 20th of the ſame month, we have received, uitijʒ 
our induſtrious endeavours to perſwade ns of your uncer- 
Irbe removing of our grievance. mn. 
* That you can be at any difficulty in this matter, hes 
yon read our paper of the 16th of March 1731, to which 
gur laſt letter refers ; or that the term chriſtian ſatis 
faction, mentioned in that letter can be unintelligible to 


f Frainty about the nature of the ſarisfattion, propoſed or 


| Ran inſtructor in the duties of chriſtianity, is smpoſſible 


For us to conceive. Nevertheleß, that you may have & 
Full underſtanding of our notion of chriſtian ſatisfaction, 
in caſe of an offence ſuppoſed, we think that there muſt 


* 


Sie eit her the uſe of all poſſible private means (or public 
i need be) to convinte the party cFended of the innoceute 


or elſe an acknowledgement as 
a (Fence, and a declaration of & 
Vcere and hearty repentance, with deſires of forgiveneſs 


Rf the ſuppoſed offender ; 


und reconciliation : neither of which have you as yer at 
any time attempted. „ 


/ von cannot of your ſelf comply with this our get hod 
e ſali faction, aue do now again earneſtly deſire, you would: 
Rive us an opportunity of laying our caſe before the church ; 
y calling them together in a church meeting, to bear 

nud confider of what may 2 offered both by you _—_ 


- 


„ 


( 10) | 

that ſo there may be an ifſue and determination of our 
redious and unhappy comroverſy. 2 
. We are your aggrieved brethren, 

1 5 Benjamin Lynde, &, * 
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Salem, Sept. 4. 1733. . 1 
To the rev. Mr. Samuel Ficke, | . 
paſtor of the firſt church of _ „ - 

_ Chriſt in Salem. * . . 1. 


Letter from the aggrieved brethren to their brethren 


of the ſame church. 
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VfL — 8 : 5 
He long and unhappy differences in our church, tage- 
= rher with the diſmal proſpect and face ſuch a mat. 
rer carries with it in a church of Chriſt ( wheſe ſtrongeſt © 
Bond is that of peace and unity) are a ſufficient induce. 
ment to all ſerious chriſtians, to do the utmoſt lying in 
rheir power, for promoting and obtaining purity peace = 
* = . 
I, has been upon the moſt ſerious thoughts of theſe things, © 
that ue again addreſs our ſelves unto you our dear bre- © 
rbren in the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, intreating © 
that you would exert your ſelves for the removing of our © © 
Naeulties, and (by the ill of God) the healing our 
JJ... 15 „ 
Ad with what words more affecting ſpall we addreſs © © 
you, or what conſiderations lay before - you more likely tro d 
move you, than thoſe left with us by a reverend and ho- 
noured council of elders and meſſengers net here on theſe © 
matters: wherethey declare to the paſtor and the church, 
t both the aggrieved and thoſe that are not, © That all © 
i « rhe intereſt of religion among us, the honour of Chriſt, © 


e 


e 


IO RR IR 


| 
j te ?ogerber with the ſalvation of our own and our Fami- 
lf lies Souls, are in great hazard by reaſon of the divi- © 
|} | e ſton and contention that has ſo long prevailed among 
| 
x 


82 wy ta 


: © us; and that therefore it is highly sncumbent on every | 
© oye to do bis uimoſt to fut a ſpeedy end ther ao, 
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" ou? A copy of the reſult of that council we alſo ſend Joug 
znaginiug that many among you may never have bad a 


hearing of the while ; and allow us to beſeech you with 
meeleneſs to receive the word of exhortatton offered to you 


7 
I 
{. 
* 


| &c. particular iy ; and conſider vue pray you ſersoufly thereon, 


Hl much reaſon have we all indeed to be deeply humbled, 
that God in his providence has been pleaſed to allow rhe 
reach to be ſo wide, as to need the advice and help of a 
council of churches? And how much it was our deſire, 

that it might be healed among our ſelves, let the many 
hren repeated applications and intreaties mad? by us for that 
een, both to our reverend paſtor, and to your ſelves (from 
wm indeed wwe might have expected relief) ve wirneſſes. 

> But ſince it has gone ſo far, it has afforded us this ſatis- 
tage. 3 faction, rhat cnr (ieps in the iſſuing this controverſy have 
mar- been in the opinion of te count agreeable to the rules of 
neſt Le gv/pel, and the principles of the churches of New- 

A the ſame time it has been with the greateſt grief 

and concern, wwe have found our ſelves flighred and diſ- 

regarded by you our brethren ; awe mean, that you have 
ue ver allowed us an opportunity of diſcru' fing with you 

= rogether at any of your meetings; when ue might have 
laid before you our greevances, which perhaps had been 

" our be happy means (long ere this) to have iſ}ued our diffi- 

our (ulties, and united us in our holy communion and aſſem- 

= bling together; a thing ſo much deſired by us. For ho. 
dreſs ever you may think, 813 extregly uncomfortable and 
= diftreſſing, for us to be drove rom that houſe of God which 

i hg. | you and we have built to ſerve and worſhip bim in, and 

rom thoſe to whom we ſtand in a very tear and ſpeceal 

urch, relation. We: do alſo declare that nothing leſs than the 
it all Aſurances of the truth of our charges on the reverend 
briſt, 3 Mr. Fiske, could have drawn us ff from a paſtor of 
zn. ſuch accompliſi ments: You all know how much he had 
our hearts, and how eaſily he might have kept them. 
Me would acquaint you, brethren, that, fince the afore- 
very | ſaid council, we have again applied to our reverend 
" = paſtor, for the removal of our grievances, and giving us 
bb chriſtian ſati faction, we before had ſeugbt ; t0 ay 

b PT, fs > „ 
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De was pleaſed to anſwer, by endeavouring to Per ſtvade 
us of his want of knowledge as to the ſati faction me- 
asked: which occaſioned our reply, and further explain. 
ing what we meant, with a requeſt, that in caſe he could © 
not of himſelf comply therewith, that i hen he would give 
| #5 an opportunity of laying our caſe before the church, © 
Ad now above a month has paſſed ſince we heard any * 
em . Fhing from our paſtor. Indeed his carriage in this fiir 
it  ewould have ſurprizzd us, had we not been uſes to ſuch © 
Th ſmall regard for us. How little has our paſtor ſought © 
us, who have been going from him? Us, the charge» of * 
0 _ awhoſe fouls, equally with yours, was committed ro bis 
118 care, and will be required of him? How little of con- 
We cern or affection has been ſbotun to or for us, by that un 
KLleaithſul and affectionate paſtor, as he is plea d ro term 
Deimſelf? Or bowlittle has the ſolemn watch, promiſes 
* ar our entring into the holy covcnant, been exert. © 
tif ed to usward, by auy fair means to prevent our with- 
Aarau, or kind endeavours and deſires to reduce us, and 
to . gerurn us to the flock after we were gone? Aelieve us, 
_ a. brethren, its extreamly hard for us to reconcile the (ar 
„ Piage and treatment we have met with, to the rules off © * 
he bleſſed goſpel, or the example of the * Feſus, the © 
ly great head of the church, or of the great apoſtle, who © 
(However great) would become all things to all men, if 
1 by any means he could gain ſome. Nor has it been leſs © 
1178 Jurprising to us, to find Mr. Fiske fo little inclined to 
il end this controverſy, eſpecially when it was left to a 
 mumbeyr of reverend and learned gentlemen; thoſe of his 
Wi: acquaintance and many of his own order too; gentlemen, 
 #f enclined to favour any ſide,more likely to think well and 
put the beſt conſtructions on his actions & condutt,as far 
as truth and juſtice would allow : and yet too too much © 
if  gonſcrous of rhe danger of putting his carriage & treat. 
it ent of the flick on trial, he has wholly declined it. 
1 hat little regard and reſpett has been ſbeun ro the 
| edvice of that council ſo ſolemyly given; or. how little of © 
138 a compliance with the good advice of a yuntfer of rave- © 
inn rend elders, met together at Mr. Fiske g bquſe, on lug de- 
i dire and requeſt? What iunoceut perfou would 1 5 
N 88 * a glad, | 
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bade glad to clear bimſelf,ohen ſo fair an opportunity afferedꝰ 


"8 
2 


we Mat innocent perſon would bye under even the leaſt ſuſ- 
lain. © picion of guilt, or the bare ſuppoſirion of a crime, when 
ould it lay in his power to free himſelf and clear up his cre- 
give I dir and inmcency © (OO 
irch, | WVotævithſtanding all which, dear brethren, on the 

any 2 poſſibility that (by the bleſſing of Gad on our endeavours) 


Tall rhe differences and uncaſinrfjes among us may yet be 

\ = bappily accommodated, we are ſill begging you would 

take into conſideration our caſe, and give us an opportu- 

_ * mity to diſcourſe with you together on theſe things: aud 
2 confider, brethren, the indiſpenſible obligation you are an- 
der as Chriſtians, eſpecially as theſe of rhe ſame commu- 


cur nion with us, to examine into theſ? matters, and do your 


9 


term utmoſt for rhe removing our difficulties, although the 
_ = paſtor has hitherto refuſed ; Ieſt we (tho with the great- 
eſt regrer) ſhculd be obliged to proceed further in the ſteps 

2 propoſed by rhe aforeſaid coun.ihl, which ae beg you would. 
2 prevent, and, as foon as you can poſſibly, let us know your 
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27 communicated to the brethren of 


e eternity. 
Salem, Oftob. 4th. 1733. 
To Deacon Ofpood, Col. Barton, 


ZF 5 
And now, brethren, wwe earneſily deſire you would joyn 
eith us in beſceching almighty God, that he ould in 
his moſt holy providence, gracioufty order all theſe his 
diſpenſations roward us to terminate in his glory and 
our ſpiritual good and benefit; and that (however melau- 
choly and divided our preſent tare may be) you and we 
through infinite riches of grace in Feſus Chriſt, may ali 
be brought ſafe at laſt to his heavenly kingdom. & joyn 
together in our ſongs of praiſe to God and our Redecmer, 
uithout any the leaſt jarring or uneaſineſ to hinder or 
diſturb the harmony of out rejoycings throughout the ages 
We are your brethren in communion, 
Benjamin Lynde 
BenjaminLynde, Jun, 
ames Lindall 
John Nutting 
Samuel Ropes 


Nich! 


and Mr. Nathaniel Oſgood, to be 


the firſt church of Chriſt in Salem, 


Y a T7 


I 
f ö 
N 
I 
Siny 
. 
SL |! 
1 49 i 
q N 1 $1 
$44 


I GS 
Miles Ward, Jun. Nathanael Phippen 


| John Bickford Samuel Weſt 
George Daland Nathaniel Ropes 
Henry Weſt Samuel Giles 


Benjamin Marſton James Grant 
Benjamin Lambert. John Archer 


The brethrens anſwer to the foregoing letter. 


Dear brethren, 


f . of the 4th. Octob. 173 3 we receiv'd, where. 


in you acquaint us with along and unhappy difference 2 
in our church, together with the diſmal proſpict and face © 
ſuch a matter carries with it in a church of Chriſt, avhoſe 


 Nfrrongeſt bond is that of peace and unity. Therefore we 


now gi ve you to underſiand, that wwe are not ſtrangers to 


this long and unhappy difference; but would 10 God that 
_ both you and we were ſtrangers to all differences, but ſ 
pecially this great one which has been ſo long in our © 


church. And,dear brethren, for the healing of this great * 
breach, let us apply our ſelves to the law and to rhe reſit- 


mony, which is the only rule of faith & manners, and 
take the ſteps, rules and advice therein given us, to follow 
peace with all men and holineſs, without which no may 
Puall fee the Lord; and to give no offence to jew nor gen- 

tile, nr the church of God: but let us ſtudy to be quiet, 


and do our own buſineſs, and take our lord & maſter, 
rhe great bead of the church and wonderful counſeller, 


for our pattern in all things, who when he was revi led, 
reviled not again. So, dear brethren, fince we call him 
Jord and maſter, let us do our utmoſt to comply with his 
commands, to love our enemies, to bleſs them that curſe us, 
and do good to them that hate us, and pray for them 
 =ohich deſpitefully uſe and perſecute us; and that when Þ 


aue ſtand praying, we muſt forgive, if we have ought a- 


gainſt any, that our father alſo which is in heaven ma 
forgive us. What a great number of texts is there in 


holy writ, that injoyns chriſtians to love one another, and 


a em command that our Saviour has left with us, as 
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ue love one another, and has aſſured us by this that all 
men ſpall know wwe are his diſciples We obſerve, bre- 
thren, that you ſay, and with what words more affecting 
hall we addreſs you, than thoſe left with us by a re- 
verend and honoured council of elders and meſſengers 
met here on theſe matters. And now brethren, it is 
2 amazing to us, that you reſer us to the reſult of a coun- 
dil met here on your requeſt, when we bare teſtimony a- 
gainſt it, and deſired thoſe gentlemen not to meet here in 
2 council, nor engage themſelves in it, unleſs our reverend 
2 paſtor ſhould deſire a councth : however wwe hope, ace ſhall 
Le always ready, and hope you will alſo, to take the good 
advice of good men; and we do allow, that we have all 
ce us havea great deal of reaſon to be deeply humbled, 
boſe * that God in his providence has been pleaſed to allow the _ 
2 breach to be ſo wide. Mu ſignify alſo to us, it was 
much your defire that the difference might hav? been 
2 healed among our ſelves, which we believe; and had you 
Have exerciſed that charity towards our reverend paſtor, 
as we have done, this great difference might. have ended 
„ =» bong ago; or had you complied with his terms, which 
eſt 7 de think are reaſonable and ſcriptural, the matter might 
Have been ended, without your troubling ſuch a numerous 
company of our good neighbours, which has not proved 
ou. ſucceſ Jul in theſe matters. You alſo ſignify to us, that 
the jteps ꝛhich you have taken inthe i ſſuing of this con- 
ers 2 rroverſy bas afforded you this ſatigſaclion, that it is the 
"Hop, » Pinion of the council, agreeable to the rules of the goſpel, 
"ted i and the principles of the churches of New England : 
im We do verily believe, thoſe good gentl:men went as far 
5 his 2 95 they could in thesr reſult ; which could not be very 
ſe ws, I far, ſince they had only the pleas and allegations of one 
hem Par). We alſo ſhall take the liberty, brethren, to tell 
when Jou, We have acted our conſcience in theſe warters, and 
ve a il that gives us ſome ſatisfattion, ſo it is our dury & inte- 
Let, and yours, to keep hold on Chriſt, keep touch with the 
Spirit, and keep in with conſcience ; and to exerciſe our 
= ſebves to keep conſciences void of offence roward God and 
nan. You acquaint us alſo, brethren, it has been a 
= grief and concern to you that we have lighted you, and 
: Out diregerded 


Ta 
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diſregurded yon; ꝛ᷑hich, bret hren, ue muſt be plain with 


you, and tell you, that you acrong us in ſuch a charge: 
but we forgive you that wrong, ſince yeu go farther, 'F 


and explain your meaning, that we have never gave you 


the opportunity of diſcourſing with us at our meetings, | = 


 evhen you might have laid before us your grievances : In 


anſwer to that, brethren, ſome of us has been ſo unhand- © 1 


ſomely treated by ſome of you, in our private tonferences, 
which gives us but poor encouragement to meet with you 
together, and cauſes us almoſt to deſpair of ever putting 
an end to our difficulties. You alſo tell us, its extrcamly 


uncomfortable and diftreſſing ro you, to be drove from 


That houſe of Grd «hich we and you Have built. We 


 #llow it, brethren, diſtreſſing to be drove: but rhe word 


drove ſeems to us to be a paradox, and wants explanation; 
Jor as for our treatment «rh you, it has been quite the 


reverſe ; for after your withdrawing from us, we begged 
and beſeeched you to return again to us, and worſhip God © 


No h us in the ſame houſe again. Youalſo declare,brerbren, 
that nothing leſs than the aſſurances of the truth of your 
charges on the reverend Mr.Fiske, could have drawn you 


Jrom a paſtor of ſuch accompliſuments. So then we con. A f 


clude, that nothing leſs than a publick or private acknow- 
begement of the faults which you alledze againſt him, or 


the removal of him, will remove the difficulty which we 4 


labour under: and as to your ſaying, we all know how 
much he had your hearts, give us leave to ſay, we never 
pretended to penetrate the ſecret receſſes of the ſoul, but 


This ve may be bold to ſay, that the heart of man is 
deceitful above all things and deſperately wicked: but 


sf we ſhould allow he has had a great part of your 


_ hearts, we are afraid he has had too little a ſhare of 


dur ſubſtances. Tou ſay alſo, that you have again 


applied to our reverend paſtor for the removal of your 


grievances, and his anſwer was his want of knowledge 
as to the ſatigſaction you ask. F we miſtake not, bre- 

Fhren, be would not have wanted wy ity, of that, had 

you laid before him that which you have 

not hing leſs than the aſſurances of rhe charges on him, 

could haue drawn you from him i we alſo confeſs, . as . 


efore us, that 
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and of him, till you ſignified the aſſurances of your 
charges and the truth of them. Tou ſay alſo, that you 
haue again applied your ſelves to our reverend paſtor for 
Zcpriſtian ſati faction, and you have heard nothing from 
Vim: perhaps, brethren, the chriſtian ſatisfattion which 
pe has given us, is not ſatisfattion to you, nor to rhoſe 
Fat are learned and ſirong ; but this we aſſure you, 
"Fat thoſe that are ſtrong, oughr to bear the infirmities 
e rhe ꝛbeak, and not to pleaſe themſelves. You acquaint 
ius alſo, that his carriage and treatment to you doth not 
ſurprixe you, for you have been uſed to ſuch ſmall regard 
From him (or to that cfect the words are, if we miſtake 
not) ate are afraid, brethren, that if your and our car- 
riage and treatment to him, and hi; to us, were weighed 
in the ballance, we ſhould be found wanting : for haus 
dos been ſo tender of his good name as wwe ought to have 


WD 


* 


A 


© 

2 

N 

FE 
FAS 

8 
yh 1 

Po, 


* 
* % 
gh 


_— 
1 


deen? Have we treated him as a father, and counted him 


dort hy of double honour, and communicated to him in all 
good things, which we cught to have done? bur we ſear 
ve Have left them undone, and been faulty tn a great 
meaſure as to thoſe things You ſignify to us alſo, rhat 
there may be ſtill a poſſibility of removing the aneaſinef$ 
among ſt us, with the bleſſing of God on our endeav: tirs t 
as to that, brethren, we verily believe the differences a- 
mong ſt us may be happily accommodated, provided yoit 
Rwould com? into our paſtior's meaſures ; which we rhink 
may be ea ſily be complied with, and believe will put an 
end to theſe long contentions, which have been medled 


uith to a great degree. You ſignify to us, that we are 


under an indiſpenſible obligation ro examine into theſs 
matters, and to do our urmoſt for rhe removing your diſi. 
culties, altho the paſtor has hitherto refuſed ; leſt yt 
R/oould be obliged to proceed further in rhe ſteps propoſed 
ey your council. Brethren, we do not know æchat you 
mean, by ſaying there is an obligation on ts to exan{nus 
2 into theſe matters, unleſs you count usGailio like,caring no- 
hing for thoſe matters; but we can aſſure you, that 40. 
madè ſuch ſtrift inquiry into thoſe matters, that ars. 
can be very eaſy under the 5 * and adminiſtratitu of 


1 
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Salem, Octob. 26. 1733. 
flames Mackmallin 
„ = 
ſohn Holliman James Ruck and 
Edward Norice Nathanael Oſgood end 
Ebenezer Felton Ephraim Skerry Rinde 
Samuel Symond Samuel King Con 
Benjamin Gerriih John Mackmallin Hat 
Charles King John Coles meer 
Benjamin Young Timothy Pickering ene 
Ahijah Eſtes John Giles fand 
5 3 75 | Au O 
To brother James Lindall, ¶ſure 


. 


brother Benjamin Lynde, jun. „ 2 been 
and brother Miles Ward. Se OL It un 
To be communicateee. N tende 


The anſwer to the foregoing letter. 


Dear brethren, 


N the 6th, of Novemb. we received your letter dates _ 
the 26th. of October laſt, and have carefully ob of ou 
ſerved the whole of it: in doing which, ue could nil poſe 1 
but percetve your ſeveral miſtaken concluſions, drawn fron ; 
The premiſſes you laid down ; which we paſs * oy i 
wi  ſilenceh 


e 1 1 5 
neſs ¶ilence, leſt in anſwering them we offend, which is what 
her ee rrould carefully avoid. Tuo paſſages more material 
are ue would take notice of : one is that c herein you inti- 
hre. mate that after our withdraw from you, you begged 
ling gan] beſceched us to return again to you, and worſhip | 
God God with you in the ſame houſe again. 70 this me 
not ay, we are intirely ignorant of any ſuch intreaties, and 
e (annot conceive of your meaning in this paſſage ; nls 
ayer it Þ the errand rf two or three of nou, coming from eight 
bat er ten of your number, «w#:h this declaration, That our 


d of withdraw was utjultifiable and unwarrantable : and 
15 4 Hat theſe expreſſions convey ideas differing very ſur from 
a2. he notion of iutreaties or beſtechings, is too plain and 
evident for perſons of the Ioweſt underſtanding to make 
any doubt or queſtion of Ihe other is that atherein y 
Ray, Some of you have been ſo unhandſomely treated 
by ſome of us in private conference, which gives you 
but poor encouragement to meet together with us, 
and cauſes you almoit to deſpair of ever putting an 
2d end to our difficulties. Brethren, we are ſerry for any 
 Randecencies that may have Piſſed in any of our private 
= conferences, and do imagine, that theſe inconveniencies, 
hat have attended them, are.a good argumert for our 
meeting together in a boy; ꝛthen generally ſuch inde- 
1g Rcencies are prevented by a more orderly management ; 
aud we (onctive, that our not diſcuſſing cur affairs in 
as orderly & chriſtian likes manner, has in a great mea 
ſure oecafioned our preſent contrariety of opinion, and 
been the means of continuing our difficulties to this day. 
It muſt be allowed, that ſuth a meciing may baue a great 
Rrendency, from what may be offered either by you or by 
1, to bring us nearer together in eur ſentiments, and of 


on, 


* 


'A conſequence nearer to the iſſue of our unhappy ſlate : and 

until! we find by experience, that wwe cannot mier aud 
diſcousſe together as chriſtians, it is roo ſoon to be dif 
late couraged as to the event. As it was the principal intent 
ob. our laſt letter, jo it is the drſizn of this, only to pra. 
10 Poſe to you ſurh a meeting; and you need not be at any 
from great pains or difficulty in reſolving this fingle queſtion, 
ane which we deſire from you iꝝ a very ſport time. Ile bear- 
ence, 5 psf thy 
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rily pray for our peace, unity and love; and that tl. 
intereſt of religion may revive among us; and are *_ 
3 Your brethren in communion, , 


Salem Nov. 12. 1733- 


propoſed 1s, Whether you will 


allow us a conference with you, 
But if we hear nothing 


or not ? 
from you in a week, we ſhall 
take it as a denial of our re- 


queſt. 


To deacon Oſgood and Mr.Natha- | 


nael Oſgood, to be communicated to 


the brethren of the church, 


prayer for his 
February 61h. 


tt 


P. S. The only queſtion here | 


I Samuel Giles 


John Bickford, Jun. 
Benjamin Lambert. 


te And after conſiderable diſcourſe upon the melan- 
choly ſtate of things in the firſt church of Salem, 
and what might be the incumbent duty of neigh- 7 
bour chriſtians with relation to it, the church being 
unwilling to act with any precipitation in a matter 
of ſo great moment, committed the caſe to God b 
gracious direction, and adjourned to 


« At a meeting February stb. the ſecond church in 
Boſton, Having further conſidered their duty with 7 
relation to the unhappy circumſtances of the firſt 7 
© church in Salem, declared by votes, That they ap- 

prehended the conduct of the firſt church in Salem 
was ſcandalous in neglecting to uſe proper means 

to put an end to the unhappy and unchriſtian diffe- 
* rences and diviſions which have ariſen, and for a num- 
© ber of hears prevailed among them; and that they 


Benjamin Marſton 


Samuel Ropes 


Nathaniel Ropes 
Samuel Weſt 
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James Lindall | 
Benjamin Lynde, Jun. 
Nathanael Phippen 
Henry Weſt 


John Nutting 
James Grant 


Miles Ward, Jun. 


George Daland 
John Archer 


thought 


C 21 ) 


ee thought themſelves called to exerciſe and teſtify 
s their communion with the firſt church in Salem, ac- 
„ cording to the method preſcribed in our platform of 
* © church diſcipline, commonly called, the third way 
, communion ; Accordingly they appointed meſlen- 
„ gers to viſit the firſt church in Salem, to inquire 
4 © © more fully into the caſe, and to diſpenſe an admo- 
' nition in their name if the caſe ſhould appear to 
call for it. And a letter was voted to be ſigned by 
© the paſtors, and ſent to the firſt church in Salem. 
It runs in the following terms, 


> Reverend, honoured, and beloved, ** 
- Hen ſome years ago we were jirſt afflifted by common 
x7" report, that unhappy differences & diviſtons, greatly 
2 prejudicial to the bonour of God cur Saviour, and threat. 


& 
” =>S 
* 


ning to deſtroy the power of godleneſ5, had riſen & pre- 
vuailed among you, we could not but wiſh and pray they 
might be ſtaſonably removed by a divine bleſſing on proper 
means applied for the healing of them mn 
* But the melancholy account of your greevous diviſions. 
> was confirmed to us by the reſult of a venerable council 
e churches, aſſembled at Salem in the ſummer paſt ; 
= whoſe ende avours we hoped might be inſtrumental to re- 
ng 4 ng peace and love and their deſireable fruits among 
And more lately it has renewed our grief to receive an 
= epiſtls from a number of your brethren dated Dec. 20,1733. 
= enforming us, that the firſt church of Chriſt in Salem re- 
= mains ſtill in ble:ding dyiug circumſtances, exprſed to ſore. 
= remprations, there ſeeming to be no faithfulneſs nor care 
in ro ſeek ſuch as are in danger of being Joſt ; and repre- 
ith ſenting to us, what occaſion there is for ſome of Chriſt's 
irſt 3 faithful ſervants to endeavour,according to the order and 
ap- x diſcipline profeſſed in our churches, that the woſul effects 
lem and conſrquences of your unhappy diviſions may, by the 
ans will of God, be removed and prevented. 5 
fle MW have therefore had ſeveral church meetings to com- 
un- mand you ro rhe God of all grace and peace, and to ſeek 
ney Eis direction, and conſult about our own duty upon this 
_=z En melancholy 
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melanc holy occaſion. And conſidering after what manner 

our churches ſtand related to one another; and the ſe. 
veral ways wherein they ſhould exerciſe communton ; ve = 
Have, from a charitable concern to do what lies in our 
power for the honour of Chriſt and his holy religion a. 2 

mong you, and for rhe ſpiritual welfare comfort and 
edification of your ſouls, determined ro vi ſit you by our 7 
elders and other delegates. We apprebend it our duty,  ; 
as to ſeek and accept help from other churches, ſo indovs 
and faithfulneſs to givs help to others, as there may be © 
_ occaſion, when wwe take notice of the treubles difnicuitics * 
and ſrandals, that may at any time be permitted to ariſe © 
and prevail and continu long among them. - Aid there. 
fore we earneſtly beſeech you, brethren, to give out mee. 
gers an opportunity ro confer with you tn a church meeting 7 
on the 2oth day of February, whes (God willing ) they 7 
propoſe to be at Salem, in order more fully to know your. © 
Caſe, that we may be able to underſtand what is ur 
further duty with relation tot 
Aud now wiſning that peace may be to you. bret hren. 
and love with faith from Ged the Father, and the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; and deſiring your fervent prayers for us, |, 
gs ES: 5 e 
Lour's in the faith and fellow ſhip of the goſpel, ve 
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February 6th. 1733,4. ; OE 1 

„ Joſhua Gee + QIn the name of 72 
32ĩ«äꝑ Samuel Maher. I the church. 
To the firſt church e i 9 
of Chriſt in Salem. N 


laſtead of any anſwer to this letter from % ft , 
church in Salem, two letters, the deſign of which 4 
© was to prevent the intended viſit, were communi- F 4 

* cated to the ſecond church of Boſton, Feb, 1). one #33 

from eighteen brethren dated Feb. 13, the other et 

© from the reverend Mr, Fiske dated Feb, 14. and are 


Tas follows, ? 
r The 4b. 


2 conſiderations, vir. 
Any infoſmation or plaint, ſubſcribed by any perſons and 
brought to you, on which you may Have proceeded to aft 
4 far as you have done ; and what other could we expect 
from you in order to our knowing what may have been. 
= alledoed againſt ws 307 ooo Goon 
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The brethrens letter is in the following words. ” 


Reverend, honoured, and beloved, 


4 F H 4 ng ſeen your letter, directed to our reverend paſtor 


to be communicated ; we cannot but declare our 


= ſelves very much ſyrprized, that you, having been (with- 
2 vut any invitation from us and our reverend paſtor, yea 
7 gainſtour tnclinarson) already on our caſe, ſhould hold 
„ it reaſonable & fit to enter againuponit : ſo that were we 
= altogether ſilent at this time, aue could not but be juſtified ; 
Joraſ much as you cannot but be accounted already pre- 
2 poſſeſſed. But ſince ve have not aftad a part, which we 
2 cannot maintain, we now lay before you the following 


1. You have nor ſo much as ſerved us with a copy of 


2. We do in our conſciences believe, the terms which 


our reverend paſtor propoſed to our aggrieved brethren, 
dated May 3d 1533. are reaſonable and ſcriptural ; 
and that wwe might deal juſtly with him and our ſelves, 
„vs cannot but juſtiſy him in inſiſting ſtill upon them, 


3. A number cf our ſelves were in communion, as well 


as, ſome of our apgrieved brethren, before thoſe votes they 
2 ſpeak of were paſſed Wherefore, were they not genuine, 
2 they would be as injurious to us as to them; and it cans 


not reaſonably be thought, wwe are leſs tender of our re- 
Putation and priviledges, than they are; and as much 


2 ſrould we reſent a forgery or interpolation upon our re- 
2 cords: but we cannot to this day believe our reverend 
= faftor guilty of ſuch a crime. AY 55 


4. We have long ſince given our opinion fully to ou 


4 aggrieved brethren, on our reverend paſtor's terms, and 
their management, and ſee no reaſon in the leaſt to alter 


5. The ſcripture no where impowers us to receive an 


| | eccuſation againſt eur paſtor (much leſs) without tavo or 


three 


(24) 


three witneſſes, and leaſt of all doth it allow ns to en. 
rertain ſurmiſes and apprehenſions againſt him. And 
de the rather inſiſt upon this, becauſe we ſnould account 
ſuch uſage unjuſtly had to our ſelves. FW 0 
6. By long experience we know our reverend paſtor”s 
good ability and fidelity in his work, and his great Rind. 
% #n being better than his word; for whereas, when _Þ 
he ſertled here, he told us, he would not oblige himſelf to 
preach a lecture, but would be excuſed from that; and * 
aliho this church by votes tock that affair upon it ſelf; © 
yer he ſet up a lecture among us, notifying us it was for 7 
one year; and yet was ſo good, as to continue it fromyear 7 
to year for the ſpace of ſeven years : for which reaſons 
ave ſhould be unjuſt and ungrateſul to him, did wwe not 
_ acknowledge his labours of love, Therefore wwe cannot 
_ bear this loud teſtimony for him, and heartily cleave 
; Coy 
. Our reverend paſtor hath long ſince given forth an 
atteſted copy of the votes to the brethren of this church, 
and declared the reality and truth of them. Beſide #F 
 ewhich he hath very lately in publick congregation de- 
clared his own innocence in relation to the votes, which | 4 
_ eſtabliſhed the auditory, for ought any think we know, 7 
in the belief of them. JJ og © 
S8. Me cannot ſee any reaſon why we, who are delight. % 
el in our reverend paſtor and his adminiſtrations, ſuould „ 
Le diſquieted from time to time at home and abroad as wwe an 
N _ ave, only becauſe ſome others are and will be uneaſy, © 
il thinking to make others ſo. Is it not (at leaſt) as rea- 
Ponable, they ſbould be eaſy, becauſe we are? And had 
' #1 not been far better for them to haue left off contention, 
Before they had meddled wirhsr? * 
9. We think our reverend paſtor bath not unreaſonably 
1 refuſed to call a church meeting on the caſe of our bre- 
| rthren: nor can we adviſe him to call one on the occaſion 
Sou deſire. Upon all which (and more) we cannot but de- 
ſire you not to interpoſe in our affairs, or trouble your [elves 
with journeying hither on this account; and we expect 
vou <vill not. Thns commending you to ths grace of God 


1 


* 
ep... * 


Salem, Febr. 13th. 1733, 


Nathanael Oſgood Benjamin 


(05) 


i aun Cord Js Chriſt, and defiring an intereſt in youp 
7 proyers, arb ſubſcribe our ſees, "5 
? F Revetend, honoured, and beloved, 1135 
| Your'brethren in the faith and fellowſhip | 
of the goſpel, . 


Edward Norice Peter Oſgood 
E'benezer Felton Edmund Batter 
Siamuel Symonds james Ruck 
hHhenjamin Young Samuel King 

1! Gerin 
John Gavit Timothy Pickering 
John Hollinſan Azbijah Eſtes 
John Mackmallin John Coles 
Charles King. phraim Skerry | 


Mr. Fiske's letter is as follows. 
Reverend, honoured, and beloved, 
A T letter of the 6th inſtant came to my hand, on the 
1 laſt Lord's day. And upon conſideration thereof, 
would briefly ſay, That nothing could be more unexpected 
to me, than that one of the churches which had been l- 
ready on our caſe, could perſwade themſelves to think it 
any ways ſuitable, to intereſt themſelves again therein. 
Nu might know, we cannot hut look upon our caſe 
Pfrejudged by.you : And ſince I could not think well of 
Dour coming here in council, it is highly improbable 1 


 R/ou}d by the conduct then had, be brought f from my 


ſindiſpaſition to lay matters before you now. S for 4 Þ 
Know, I am utterly innocent of the things, which, ſome, of 


— 

1 
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1 my brethren have apprehended againſt me ; wherefore, 1 


may well reſt in the propoſal I made to them laſt ear, 
dated May 39d. 1733, 4s. a proper mean to iſſue cur 
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Ns 
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BR ifrculties. A vunber of our brethren, I perceive have 
rote vou on your letter to this church: and I ſuppuſe 
wre would have done ſo, bad rhey been at home. 1 
ud deat plain with you, and ket you kira, fh, 
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J0 not think it proper to call ihe church together arc el. 


ing to your deſire, Wiſhing you the beſt of bleſſings, an = ct 
| defiring an intereſt in dur prayers, T ſubſcribe my ſo Neo 
SE Fe Reverend, honoured, and beloved, F< 
ge nn 5 ha 
Your's in the faith and fellowſhip of the goſpe| m. 
Jaun, Febe, 14- i nn none. £5: 
e N Samuel Fiske, Paſto ic 
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© But theſe letters, inſtead of repreſenting any nen XI 
1 {tate of ſacts to the ſecond church in Boſton, ſerv. Fit 
* ed rather to confirm the account they had receiv. en 
ed; namely, that ſcandalotis diviſions continued it 3 th: 
the firſt church of Salem, without their having eve ch 
e met together to conſult about their duty; and uk} Bu 
e the means of peace. And inaſmuch as in fendin; uſe 
to Salem, the ſecond church of: Boſton were not ſe: by 
ting up themſelves for judges in the controverſ U 
between the paſtor and the aggrieved (Which ap F< 
* peared to be apprehended in both thoſe letters) bu off 
Were aiming only to ſtir up the firſt church in Sa on 
4 to judge, and act, and uſe the means of peace the 
mong themſelves, as becomes a church of Chril 9 
under ſuch diviſions ; they there fore ſtill though . 
themſelves called to proceed in this way of com ©: 
* munion with the firſt church in Salem: and the de h 
© legates were inſtructed to anſwer ſaid letters it? lire 
„ conference with the reverend Mr Fiske and the bre len 
* thren who ſent them, and furniſhed with a lette Pr. 
c of admonition to be delivered to the firſt church in ©: 
Salem, if it ſhould appear upon inquiry, that thei"? 
had neglected the means of healing their diviſion 
according to the repreſentation given in the fir 

paragraph of it. VVV 
© The delegates waited on the reverend Mr. Fi 
at Salem February 2oth. 1733; gave him a particula 
account of what had been voted by the ſeconl} 
church in Boſton, and what they deſired of the firlf 
church in Salem and of him as the paſtor of it 
bo ett 
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ege. of communion with the firſk , 
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being fully ſatisfied ( particularly in 
Eq :.- = eee 


HhBoſton, after a diligent inquiry into ꝓour unhappy 1 
Caſe, are grieved to find, that a trut repreſentation of it 


ever once had a meeting of the church to conſult about 
pour duty, as becomes the diſciples of Chriſt on this melan- of 
choly occaſion ; tho it has been once and again requeſted 7 
and urged on you, by a confiderable number of your own 
——_— ĩͤ 1 6 1 


ſecond church of Chriſt in Boſton, leſt they ſhould be want. "I 
up in the ſame communion, owe to one another, have di-. nm 
vetted their delegates to come and teſtify to you rhe grief h. 


and ſorrow of Heart which has been given them, by ſuch 1 
unc hriſtian diviſions and contentions prevaitihg among u 


directed in their name to aſſure you, that ſuch your con. 


5 chur ches of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt thro the land ; and 4 


& converſation with the reverend” Mr. File atid dea. 9b 


* conOſpood, ) that a true repreſentation of the circum- n 
4 ſtances of the firſt church in Salem had been given 


* to the ſecond church in Boſton, the delegates pro- 


4 ceeded to ſign the forementioned letter of admoni. 
E tion; Which runs in the following words, 1 


To the firſt church of Chriſt in Saen. 
Reverend, honoured, and beloved. 
TY E the yp rel of the ſecond church of Chriſt in 


has been made unto” that church: namely, that when do 


= ſeandalous differences and diviſions have ariſen and con. 
tinued for ſome years among you, the proper uſe of means 
ro heal them, and remove the ſcandal they have given, p: 
and prevent the ſinful and miſchievous conſequences of fe 
ren, has been negledted; snſomuch that during their 


long continuance,and under all their ſad effects, you have 


And we are now to declare unto you, bret hren, that the © 


ing in that love and faithfulneſs which churches, bound © 


22 8 
8 


their brethren. 1 27 1 
And upon finding the repreſentation which had been 
given them of your caſe to be according to truth, ae are 


5 


55 


* 


5 


duct is in their judgment very ſcandalous, unbecoming i ſs 


your holy profeſſion, and juſt matter of offence to all rhe 7e 
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be they think themfelues called, in obedience to him. 
1m- nd charity to your ſouls, to bear à teſtimony againſt it, 


ven according to the order and diſcipline profeſſed in ur 
oni. Dear brethren, ae appeal to you, whether the churches _ 
 Wfour Lord Feſus Chriſt, are not required to be at peace 
Fmoang themſelves — to wart them that are unru- 
Ay — to withdraw themſelves from every brother 


a # 


aud argues i he want of a- becoming, concern and real for 1he 


A 

7 

1 
I 


Pour of Chriſt, and the welfare of your oa0n and other: hr 
 fotlzs. We exhort you to ſer apart a day, to humble your th 
ſelves with faſting. before the Lord, to implore his pardon. 
ing mercy thro the blood of the everlaſting covenant. ang 
ro ſee his grace that may enable you for the future to 
adorn your holy profeſſion. And we adviſe and beſecch ® 
Jou, ro meet toget her as a church ef Ch riſt, and, guard. 
ig againſt every evil diſp:ſition towards one another, 
Pfayęrfully to conſult abour your duty, and to call in be 
Help of other churches, as it may be needful, in order to 
promote peace with truth and holineſs among ou. 
= *Whenever you ſhall in theſe methods return to our 
= ditty, and ſer your ſelves in an exemplary manner to make 
e of proper means for healing your ſcandalou diviſi ns, ; 
and for removing and preventing the woful effects and 
bonſequences of them, we are, int he name of the ſecond church 
i e Chriſt in Boſton, to aſſure you bret hren, that they will = 
fland ready with j ju hearts to teſtify before all the 
'' churches their having received ſati faction for the off ne 
yr have given them, and their readin'ſ5 82 exerc fe to. 
awards you all thoſe atts of communion abhich are due to 

2 chuch walking in the faith and order of the goſpel, 

ill and adorning the profeſſion of chriſtianity 2 

1 - But in their name we are likewiſe to aſſure ou, bre. 

rthren, that of you ſhall perſiſt in ſuch a negleft of the 7 

means of peace, which is juſt matter of offence to all be 

* churches of Chriſt, they will, in obedience to him, and in 

| Joe & farthfulneſ5 to your ſouls, think themſelves bound, 

2th the help of other churches, to purſue this our chari- 

_ Fable admonition; hoping it will pleaſe the gloricus head 7} 
ef the church to ſucceed the endeavours of his fairhful 3 « 
ſervants, for healing your diviſions, removing the ſcandaa „ 

that has been occafioned by them, and preventing their e 

ou conſequences, which we have reaſon to apprehend, * 

And now, dear brethren, ſuffer us to apply our ſeluves 

1 T 8oð you, as the apoſtle to the church of Corinth: 

1Cor. 1.10, We beſeech you by the name of ourLord RF* 

* Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame 

| thing, and that there be no diviſions among you; but 

| Chat ye be perfectly joyned together in the ſame mind, WF © 
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ey? 2 zud in the ſame judgment : Finally, bee-.” > Vt 
ur hren, farewell: Be perfect be of 2 Cor. 13. 111 
on. one mind, live in peace; and the God of EL, 
nd Move and peace ſhall be with you. Amen. 


ch At a meeting of the ſecond church of Chriſt in 
rd. 8 Soſtos, Feb. 17. 1733. SO Ih 
the © © The brethren having heard and conſidered this 
to © letter of admonition prepared by the delegates lately 
? choſen to viſit the firſt church ofChriſt in Salem, voted, 
2* jt ſhould in the ir name be delivered to that church; if 
the it ſhall appear upon inquiry that they have neglect- 
ns, ed the means of healing their diviſions, according to 
114 the repreſentation that has been given to us, as in the 
MT; I x firſt paragraph. On „ . e z 
E © Joſhua Gee, 


8 Samuel Mather. Fraſtors. _ 


50. Signed by the delegates of the ſecond church of 
70 Chriſt in Boſton, at Salem Febr. 2 1ſt. 1733.4. 
2 | N |  _ Joſhua Gee „ 
= GH Samet Maher 
re- Edward Hutchinſon 
be Nathanael Saltonſtall 
the AF 2s EN on 4 Edward Procter 
TU ES James Peirpont 
md, | IT Grafton Feveryeare 
„. —F hin Larrabee. - 


Au © Before this letter was preſented to the reverend 
dab Mr Fiske, to be communicated, the delegates waited 
heir on him with an account of what they had been do- 
2 ing; and further perſwaded and urged him to call 
hues * his church together, and to let the ſecond church in 
th: “ Boſton have communion with them by letters and 
ord © conference. And when after long debate about the 
me “ reaſonableneſs of claiming it, they found him deter- 
© mined, not to call the church together upon this o&- 
I caliop, nor to accept the foregoing letter which | 
Se 


KS 


C82) 


1 was preſented to him with earneſt and repeated in. 
**E-treaties that he would communicate it, they return. PF - 
ed and made report of the ir proceedings, to the ſe. 
* cond dhurch- in Boſton who ſent them forth. What 
e they reported is to be ſeen in a letter which it oc. 
"#-cationed from the ſecond church in Boſtos'to' the W* 
© reverend from Fiske, dated March 5th. 1733,4-and , 
= which is as follows, ED HO 


Reverend Sir, FE e 1 
1 ()- N delegates, whom we lately ſent to viſit the f, 
church of Chriſt in Salem, to inquire into their un. 
happy caſe, and in our name to diſpenje an admoniſ ion, if 
_ The caſe ſhould appear to call for it, have returned to us 
df the following melancholy account, viz That reſ. 5 

pedctfully waiting on you as the paſtor of the firſt church 

is Salem, they informed you, hat we thought our duy 
relating to the ſcandalous diviſi ns which remain in that 
church; and in our name claimed the privilege of con. 
munion with them by letters and by chriſtian conference : 
That they mad: it kniwn to you, that in our judgment ou 
treat us after an unreaſonable and unchriſtian manner, 
in refuſing to communicate our letter of February 6th paſt 
zo the firſt church in Salem; and uſed arguments to per-. 
ſwade gou to call the church together, and communicate 
cur letter, and give them an opportunity in our name 10 
confer wirh the brethren concerning the things of their Þ 
peace, and to deliver a brotherly admonition ro them, sf it % 
' ſhould appear to be needful : That you inſiſted on it aa 
belonging to the paſtor alone, to judge wwherber there ſhall = 
be church meetings or no; and whether letters from one 
church of Chriſt to another ſpall be communicated or no- 
That you inſiſed on your letter to us, as contai ning ſufficient hh 
objectious againſt our coming to Salem in the third ua 
of communion ; ho they ſpeed you how that letter, in- 
ſtead of deilaring that the firſt church in Salem had not i 
meghebted means of peace under ſcandalous diviſions, turned ba! 
i upon the merits of the cauſe between you and your 75 of 5 
„ grieved brethren : That you acknowleged, that duri 95 ui, 
I)beir long contention, the firſt church in Salem bad nev j =. 
| WE a. | 55 | once 


* 


33 


tte met toget her to conſult about their duty as a churth = 
Fhougbh it had been once and again requeſted by a con. 
derable number 7 your brethren : And that upon the 


: F:ob0le you refuſed to let us have communion with the 
rſt church in Salem, either by letters or by conſe- 
TTC 3 
Dye delegates Have likewiſe informed us, what pains 
ey have raken to procure a conference with the bre- 
hren that joined in a ſeperate letter to us, ( which e- 
pvidently miſrepreſents our deſigu in ſending to Salem, as 
ve were ſetting up our ſelves to judge, whether the 
eggrieved brethren have truth and juſtice on their ſide 
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F#urch in Salem has never once mer together to conſull 
about their duty in this unhappy ſtatè of diviſion and 
! en Cd 
you They likewiſe inform us, that after this they again 
ner, 1 "vaited on you, t0 tell you what ſteps they had taken, 
paſt and how they were treated, and to know <vherher os 
Had come to any new determinations, and whether you 
ate would let them have a chriſtian conterence with dur bre- 
2 70 hren, the firſt church in Salem: That you were pleaſes = 
et ro reprimand them, as having done what was very ex- 
fu rraordinary and unſuſtifiable in their endeavours to ob. 
' a5 Fain a conference with thoſe brethren who had ſeparate. 
ly written to us, without firſt coming to you ang obrainin 
hour conſent for it: That upon the whole, they could $i. 
perſuade you to give them a conference with our bre- 
Fbren, the firſt church in Salem: That thereupon in 
Tur name they tendred to jou, and intreated you to arcepe 
and communicate a letter of admonition, <«hich we ſent 
y them, to be delivered if it ſhould appear upon inquiry 
hat the firſt church in Salem had neglected rhe means 
of peace, as had been repreſented to us; and that you 
wich ſome warmth refuſed the letter ſo tendred to you, 
En ho ek. 4 


letter that was ſent in the third way of communion. 


determination was, after ſoms time for cool and cam 
reflection, they waited on you the next morning; to know 


15 in other ways, yet you were determined not to accept 


and moderation arhich becomes the goſpel; and becauſe #90 
it would be the joy of our ſouls to fee the ſecond ſtep in 10 
that method prevented, by your doing what we may juſtly . 


Tord Feſus Chriſt, ſeriouſly to conſider your duty, and ro 
_ give us the pleaſure of ſeeing you take away from us the 
 neceſſiry of calling in the help of other churches, by your 


example of zeal for the honour of God and of love and 3 
_ compaſſion to ſouls, which the great ſhepherd and biſhop | 


Jeck his direction and conſult about the means of peace; 


(34) 


declaring, that you would have nothing to do with a 
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And they inform us, that in order to know what or 


20%. her you per fiſted in refuſing the letter which in 
our name they again tendered to you, and intreated you 
70 accept and communicate: but that you again refuſed # 
it, declaring that though you could Hold communton with 7 


and communicate the letter which came in the third way © 
of communion... FT 'S 
This, reverend ſir, is the account which our d-legates 4 


Have given us : and as we have teſtified our approbation Fr, 

of what they have thus done in our name; ſo we now de- 1 
Clare unto you, that we think we have taken the firſt ſtep i. 
directed in what is called the third way of communion in 1! 
our churches. But #naſmuch as we 2would have a teſttm»ny . 
in your conſcience, & in rhe conſciences of all our brethren Fas 


thro the land, ( who may hereafter be acquainted with Fro 
our proceedings, that we att with the tenderneſs, tenity © 


expect from one that is not unworthy to ſuſtain the paſtoral al. 


Cffice in a congregational church of Chriſt : For theſ? 7 | 
reaſons avs have determined not to take any further ſlep ue 
in the third way of communion before we baue again 0 
⁊oyitten to you upon this occaſion. : * 


And, reverend ſir, we beſeech you in the bowels of ur 


acting as becomes an affettionate and faithful paſtor. © 
How can we perſwade our ſelves, you are following tb 


of ſouls hath left to his miniſters, if you perſiſt in reſuſing E 
ro call the firſt church in Salem together, that they may 


Whey 


* 


us ben ſcandalous diviſions that wound the ſouls of your 
= : WW - » | - ü 
brethren are for a number of years ſo dreadfully prevail. 


ing among you ? 1255 1 
"= Reverend ſir, as we have already by our delegates, wwe 
v do now again by this our letter, call upon you and h. 
in feech you 70 communicate the letter we ſent by them, to 
ou he firſt church in Salem, a copy whereof we now encloſe 


ſed to jou Tres we tniteat of you, declaring it would be 


th © the reoyceng of cur hearts, to ſee the firſt church in Sa- 
„t lem return to their duty ( by the neglect of «hich they 
ay & have given ſcandal ) that we might have no occaſion ro 
call iu the help of other churches to ſecond our cha: itable 
tes admonitiun And if within a month from the date of 
jon this letter we ſhall underſtand, that our brotherly admo- 
de- nil ion has been communicated, and that the firſt church 
ep Rm Salem Have engaged in the uſe of proper means to cal 
nin their ſcandalous diviſions ; ve ſhall give our. hearty _ 
any hauts to rhe God of all grace, that he has honoured us 
ren 4s inſiruments in ſo good a wi kh, and ſhall commend them 
to him for the ſusct ul proſecution of it. Fur if 6 
may not yet be heard by the firſt church in Salem, aud 
pon hall continue to treat us in a manner which we can- 
in not judge ro be regſonallè and chriſtian; then we ſhall 
ink ourſelves called to proreed in our duty, and leave 
ral Bal events arith the glorious Head of the church + Tatie 
Leſ? 3 gractous snfluences of wheſe good Sperit wwe hearty com- 
flep dend you, and rhe firſe church in Salem, in this day of 


Pour temptation; and are 

= fre verend fir, | 

= | yours in the Lord, 
wwe i Samuel Mather, $7 797%. Ge 
I This letter was read and voted at a meeting of the bre- 
khren of the ſecond. church in Boſton, Mar. 5- 17 33% 9 | 


| To the rev, Mr. Samuel Fike, 
WH Aliniſter of the golpel ar Salm. OY 
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„jn Salem to heal their ſcandalous diviſions, the ſe- 
* cond church of Boſton, at a meeting April gth. 175% K 
c fetermined to call in other churches to join in [-- 
. conding their charitable admonition. Letters were pd. 
* accordingly ſent to the churches under the paſtoral BY 
es care of the reverend Dr. Seꝛvall and Mr. Prince in Ft 
"0 Boſton, the revernd Mr. Cheever at Rumny mar, 


©& verend Mr. Wiggleſworrh at Toſieich And ina 
* letter of April 11th. the revercnd Mr. Fiike Was 
© notified of this proceeding. 
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_ 2eas for ſome of Chriſt's faithful ſervants ro endeavcur, 
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* Having no anſwer from the reverend Mr. File 


ti to this letter within the time preſcribed ; and per- 


te ce jving nothing had been done by the firſt church 


2 

2 rl 
* 1 

z 


e 
* the re verend Mr. White in Glouceſter, and the fe- . 
ul 

Ir 117 
we 
| | ver 
The letter to the four churches is as follows, i - 
7 


| Reverend, honoured and beloved, 


that have ariſen, and prevailed jor ſome years, in the in 


Arft church of Chriſt at Salem. But me are now par. Are 
 Ticularly to inform you, how far we have proceeaed en Yes 


a» 0 
Pon 


Don this occaſion we had ſeveral meetings to commend ben 
 ?he divided church to rhe God of peace, and to ſeek bi: e 0, 
gracious direction, and conſuls about our own Duty, hr 


Aud apprehending ourſelves bound,not only to ſetk & accept tr, 
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ke iy from ot her churches when are necdit, but alſo chars- 
ny 10 offer help to other churches when we take notice 
I rroubles, diviſions and ſcandals at any tims permitted 
ariſe and prevail and continue long among them; we 


Jpberefore determined by our elders and other delegates to 


l. : the firſt church in Salem, in order more fully to 

re Iaerſtand their caſe, and to know what might be our 

FL JU ET LES 
1 Mie informed them of our deſign in a letter directed to 


We reverend Mr Fiske, to be communicated to the church, 
eeching them to give cur meſſengers an opportunity to 
ner with them at Salem upon the 2orh day of Fe- 
uary paſt : But our letter nit being communicated to 
pe (church, avs could have no anſwer from them. Ho- 
per are recerv'd ſeperate letters from the reverend Hr. 
Hike, and from a number of his brethren in the ſame 
Ini ments with him: «which, though written wi'h æ 
Ito diſcourage our coming to them, rather confirmed 
in a perſuaſion that awe were called to teſtify our 
ynmmunion with the firſt church in Salem, according to 
he method preſtribed in our platform of church diſti- 
Ve Wine, commonly call'd the third way of communion, and 
ereeably to the advice of a council of churches aſſem- 
ed at Salem in the ſummer paſt. Our delegates were 


e n "Kcordingly ſut to Salem, that they might more parti. 
ur | 


@arly tnquire into the caſe, and ſtir up that church to 
e the proper means for healing their ſinful and mij- 
, Wievous diviſions. 35 


's of Ad tho the reverend Mr, Fiske veſuſed to give them 
0m 3% a» opportunity to confer with the church, yet they found 
arts Pon inquiry, that the firſt church in Salem during the 
here pug continuance, and under all rhe ſad effeft; of their 
vour, andalous diviſions, had never met together, ( though it 
our gad been once and again requeſted by a conſiderable num- 


er of the brethren ) to conſult about their duty, and 
e means of peace under ſuch awful frowns of God upon 
em. Whereupon our delegates, as directed by us and 
our name, ſigned a Letter of brotherly admouition to 
Ve ft church in Salem; and watred on rhe reverend 
125 Wir. Fiske, intreating him to * | 
co > : „„ | —— 2 


dvould have nothing to do with a letter that came in 
the third way of communion : fo that we mere denied 


_ firſt church in Salem, either by letter or by conference. 


ry conduct, we geere of opinion that nothing ſurther coul! 
| | * . g x % | £ Be 0 
charitable admonition, as directed inthe platform of our %$ fo 


_ church diſcipline. But being deſirous to att with al =” 


the third way of communion before we had made another 
application to the reverend Mr. Fiske. Accordingly te 3 
. Wrote to him, March rhe 5th, incl fing a copy of our let. R 


im know we ſhould think our duty, if are heard nothing A 
To prevent it mithin a month from the date of our letter: 


% uſe proper means for the. healing of them, and 1, 


Hut he once and again refuſed our letter, declaring. jy 3 J 


the priviledge of communion with our brethren th 9 


When aue received from our delegates an account of ® 
what they had din? in our name, and how they had 4 
been treated by the reverend Mr. Fiske, and by a number Hl 
of his bret hren ar ho appear to juſtify him in his arbitra. 82 


reaſonably be demanded of us, before we called in th: FF, 
Belp of other churches to join with us tn ſeconding our 7 


gentleneſy and moderation becoming the goſpel, and ty * 
Have a teſtimony for us in the conſceences of all our bre. 1 


rhren, who may hereafter be acquainted with our pro. ® 7; 


ceedings, ww2 concluded not ro take any further flep in 


rer of admonition which Je had before refuſed, and bi. $ 
ſeeching him to act as becomes an affetionate and faith. ® 


Jul paſtor, and thereby to take away from us the neceſſity © 


of calling in the help of other churches ; which we let © 


Bur we have received no anſwer from hie 

This is a ſummary account of our paſt proceedings, and 
of the ro unhappy ſtate of things iu the firſt church © 
of Salem: Religion is ſtill ig bleeding, dying carcum-| © 
ſtances, by reaſon of their diviſions ; the church negle&s| © 


Paſior, abetted by à conſilerable number of the brethren, = 
refuſes to let us Haus communion with the church, either NS. 


by letters or by conference, and «vill not receive our ad- wh 
montion. We have therefore met together again to con not 
Aer our duty, and have determined as the reaſon of the 2 
Ibing, and our eccleſiaſtical conſtitution direct us to call 


in other churches to join iu ſeconding our charetable ad- B out 
7928101, 2 2 \everend, 


py $f 
3 


(359 


9 Reverend, honoured, and beloved, 4 we think 

be honour of Chriſt, the communion 0 of 01 our churches, and 
e welfare of ſouls are very nearly concern d; we de- 
Fre the council and aſſiſtance of other churches in the 
. q 1 of this important affair. And by theſe pre. 
17 rs we intreat you ro join with us, and afſiſt us in 77% 


_ $anagement of it ; by ſending your elders and other de- 
ber © | 3 Hates ro meet our delegates, and the delegates of ſome 
mY 3 ber churches, at Salem, upon Tueſday rhe tuenty 
wil Win day of this month, at ten o'clock in the forenoon: 

F % gere they may ha ve the ca 72 more particularly laid 
07 ral them, and will ( we doubt not be convinced of © 
% 1 ei duty to join with us in ſeconding our charitable 
a monition ; which we hope, by the bleſſinz of God, may 
; 17 50 the cauſe of Chriſt in the Fifi church in Salem, 
ble. Wd among all car churches. : 
bo 1 3 8 ping that grace, mercy and peace may be multipli. 
P 1" g wnto yu from God the Father and our Lord 7 yo 
10 Feile. Me remain _ 
1. 3 Reverend, hououred and be loved.” 

b:. 


g yours in the faith and fellowſhip of the goſpel, 
1th. 1 5 | Joſhua Gee, | 2 Paſtors, in the 
1 = Samur! Mather, 5 e &c. 
bing | BY 1734. This letter was read at 

ww 42 meeting of tbe brethren of the 

ſſecond church of Chriſt in Boſton, 

| and and voted to be ſent to the churches 

„„ under the paſtoral care of the rev. 

Dr. Sewwall aud Mr. Prince in Boſten, 

| the rev. Mr. Cheever at Rumny-marjh, 

the rev. Mr. Vhite at Gloceſter, and 

the * rev. Mr. 1 geHHſwvorth 1 in Iſwich. 


iber S. Ir aas thy t the charge of providing for delegates 
ä ad- ” 2 are ſent in the third way of communion could 
con not reaſonably be expefted from any but the churches | 
f the tbat ſend them: Our brethren therefore voted that the 
el neceſſary charges of our e Hound be d Jroy's a 
e ad- our of the chur ches Hock. : : 
end, | - 5 3 The 


QF 

D 

— 
SET; 


5 Te 
The Letter, to Mr. Fiike, is as follows, 


Reverend Sir, ns ag i Io = 
R church, at a mieting laſt tueſday, with a brotheily af- 
fection, tenewed their ſupplications io the God of peace for you, 
and for the firſt church in Salem: and having received no- 
thing from you in anſerer to their letter of March 5th. nor heard 
_ that the church are uſing any means to heal your <voful diviſions, 
they thought it their duty to call in ſome other churches, to join in ſe- 
_ eonging their charitable admonition, which they ſent to you laſt 
February. Accordingly they have written letters to ſeveral churches, © 
that their delegates may meet our delegates at Salem on Tueſday 7 
_ the taventy third of this month; hoping that, by the bleſſing of Ged 
on the united endeavours of his ſervants, brotherly love may again 
Four ſh among you in the fruits of righteouſnrſs and of peace: And 
| they beſtech you to communicate to the church an account of their pro-. 
_ ceedings, with their requeſt that the delegates may have opportunity 
ta confer with them at the time before mentioned, = 
Reverend ſir, This ave cprite in their name, and at their deſire : 3 
and We ask your prayers, that Cod our Saviour would ever grant 
u all the gracious direflion and conduct, needful for ſuch an in- 
Provement of our talents, as may prepare us to give up an aceourt | . 
1 eur miniſtry with joy and not with grief. We are, 1 
Reverend fir, 1 5 
5 Four reſpectſul and affectionate 
05 Brethren and ſervants, 
ar I Y Toſhua Gee, 
HBoſton, Apr. 11. 1734. Samuel Mather. 


i | To the rev. Mr Samyel Figke, 
5 miniſter of the goſpel at Salem. 
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10 „ . „ . 
I The delegates of the third church in Boſton, urch 
1 © the church in Rumny marſu, and the firſt church in Mion 
* Glouceſter meeting at Salem April 239. 17534, the M acc 
* delegates of the ſecond church in Boſton laid the Mar, 
_* ſtate of the caſe with their proceedings in giving Ves! 
ll an admonition to the firſt church in Salem before W Boſt 
5 them, asked their aſſiſtance in ſeconding ſaid ad- WF T4 


£04) 


r monition, and then withdrew to wait for their de: 


„ voted as follows, 55 „„ 
It appears to us, that there has been a ſcandalous 


for healing their faid diviſions : that the ſecond 


neglect; that the ſaid ſecond church in Boſton 


find occalion for it. 


„„ Whether the delegates of the churches thus uni- 


ted found occaſion for this, will appear by their 


admonition dated April 25. and by the report which 


they made to their reſpective churches, May 50, 
and which is contained in our letters that called 


| 1 this council. 


is as follows. 


er. Io the firſt church of Chriſt in Salem. 
Revere nd, honoured and beloved, 


. | Boſton, rhe church in Rumny marſh, and rve Arſt 
oſton, Burch in Gloceſter, being callid together at the inve- 
ch in ion of rb» /erond church in Boſton ; and having heard 
acc unt of the ſtare of the firſt church iu Salem, as it 


, the Þ 

the 22 jrom à conſid ralle number of letters and other 
ving Vers laid before us by rhe delegares of the ſecond church 
fore Boſton, rogerber with rhe charitable admonition of 
1 ad- ¶ aid church to the firii church in Salem for their 
tion, et of the means of peace under their ſcandalous con- 
, e e tent ious; 


EX termination. And the delegates of the other three 
X* churches proceeded to conſider the matter and 


church in Boſton had juſt reaſon to give an admo- 
nition to the: firſt church in Salem for the ſaid 


have given their ſaid admonition with regulari- 
ty, prudence and tenderneſs : and we are ready 
to join them in ſeconding the ſame, if we ſhall. 


The ſecond admonition to the firſt church in Salem 


. VE, the elders and meſſengers of the third church in 


3 


diviſion and contention for a long time in the 
3 firſt church of Salers; that the ſaid firſt church 
1 in Salem haveneglected to ule the proper means 


Pieated but unſucceſ5jul applications to the reverend AH, 


zentions ; and having uſed wo endeavours to inguim 
into the ſtare of the firſt church 


in Salem that ſo u 
might know our further duty towards ſaid church and 
diſt.harge it; We the elders and meſſengers aforeſaid, be. 
ing convinced that there has been a ſcandalous contention p. 
for a long time in the firſt church in Salem, and that th 
ſaid church has neglected to uſe the proper means for heal. 
Ang their diviſions, as alſo that the ſecond church syBoſton, 
Had juſt reaſon to give an admonition to the firſt church in 
Salem for that their neglect, & that the ſaid ſecond church 
in Boſton, has given their ſaid admonition with regular. 
ry, prudence and tenderneſs ; and we the elders and mi,, 
ſengers of the churches before mention'd, having uſed 1: 
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Fiske for a conference with him and hes church, as wel 
as proper endeavours to obtain a conference with a con, n 
derable number of the brethren of the church, and bun pi 
210 fully ſenſible of the juſt occaſion of uniting with 1/1, i 
| ſecond church in Boſton, in ſeconding their charitall: 8 
 admonition, becauſe the firſt church in Salem ſtill cori. 
mues iu contention, refuſes to hearken to the admonitiy RC 

given them, and ſtill neglects to uſe the means of peace | 

Me therefcre, together ith the delegates of the ſecon| 
church in Boſton, now declare unto you, reverend, ho. 
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ous conſider ation and ſelſ. reflection 


(43) 


Aud for a church of Chriſt in your circumſtances tobe. 
Fave themſelves as you have done, that ts. not ſo much 
s once to meet together to humble your ſelves before God 
undes his awful frowns upon you, and to ſerk his directi- 
n, and conſult about your own duty; u hen breken to 
Pieces by contentions, which for gears together have dif. 
RWonoured Chriſt, obſtructed the good effects of rhe word. 
Ep reached,ueakened the intereſt of our holy religion in your 


- 


ſfhurch and rown, and been a grievous hindrance to the 
iritual comfort and edification of many of your bre. 
rhren under the ordinances of rhe goſpel :=— Dear bre- 
hren, let your owen conſciences judge and declare whether 
27/15 be to adorn the doftrine of God cur ſaviour ; whe- 
her this be not to give ſatan rhe great adverſary of _ 
hriſt and our fouls opportunity and advantage to under- 
mine and weaken the intereſt of pure and undifiled reli- 
ion among us; and whether this be not juſt matter of 
Mence ro neighbour chriſtians, who have any hearry 
Foncer nu for your ſpiritual welfare and the flourtſhing of 
Christ's kingdom by the power of godlineſs among you ? 
Unleſs the Holy ſpirit of God hath in a very ae“ man- 
Wer withdrawn from you, ꝛve are confident that upon ſeri. 
you ill judge and 


" 


Pumble your ſelves before the Lord. Er 
Me, the delegates of the churches abovementioned, do 
rherefore, in the name of the Lord Fifus Chriſt, ſolemnly 
admontſh and exhort you, our dear brethren, to repent of 
that ſinful neglect of the means of peace, which argues 
the want of a becoming concern and zeal for rhe honour 
/ Chriſt and the welfare of your own and others ſouls. 
e exhort you to ſer apart a day to humble 2 
Wh faſtiug before the Lord, to implore his pardoniug. 
mercy thro the blood of the everlaſiing covenant, and to 
&h his grace that may euable you for the fſurure o 
adorn your holy profeſſion. | And ace adviſe and beſeteD | 
ou ro meet together as a cvurch of Chriſt, and, guarding 
againſt every evil diſpoſition towards one auct her, prayer-. 
ully to conſult about your duty, and to call in the help 
of other churches as it may be needful in order to pro- 
wote pegce wer truth and holineſs among gow. - 
| | | „ 1 en- | 
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Whenever you ſhall in th:ſe methods return to your 
duty, and ſet yourſebves in an exemplary manner to make 
uſe of the proper means for healing your ſcandalous di. 
_ viſions, and for removing ana preventing the woſul ffefts 
and conſequences of them; ve the delegates of the church. 1 
ES before mentioned, in the name of the churches Wwheſe 1 
delegates wwe are, do aſſure you, brethren, that they ill 
ſtand ready with joyſul hearts to teſtiſy befure all th; 
churches their having received ſatisfattion for the of. 
fence 1cu have given, and their readineſs to exerciſe to-. 
cards you all rhoſe acts of communion which are due 10 1 
a church walking iu the faith aud order of the goſpel, 
aud adorning the profeſſion of chriſtianity. „ 
But in their name we are lik-wiſe to aſſure you, bre- 
 zhren, that if you ſhall oiſtinately and impenitently profit, 
in ſuch a niglect of the means of peace, which is juſt mat. 
rer of offence ro all the churches of Chriſt, they <eill, in 
obedien e to him, and in love and faithfulncſ to youthink 7 
rhemſelves bound to forbear communion *eith you, and is 
proceed to make uſe of t he help of a ſynod or council of neigh. MF | 
Hour churches walking orderly (if a greater cannot convent- 74 
ently be had) for your conviction; hoping it crill pleaſe rhe ft 
glorious head of the church to ſucceed the endtavcurs of W.- 
His faithful ſervants for Healing pour diviſi;ns, removing ir 
the ſcandal that has been occaſioned by them, and pre-. 
ve ing ther wofub conſequences which wwe have reaſon © 
Tas Tons on ond re gy, 
And now, dear brethren, ſuffer us to apply ourſelves © 
70 you, as the apoſite to the church of Corinth, we be- 
ſeech you, by the name of our Lord J«- | 
ſus Chriſt, that you all ſpeak the ſame thing, | 
1 Cor. 1.10, and that there be no diviſions among you, 
but that ye be perfectly joined together in 
PRs the ſame mind, and in the ſame judgment. 
2 Cor. 13.11.——Finally, brethren, fare wel, be perfect, 
be of one mind, live in peace, and the God 
of love and peace ſhall be with you. Ames 


Signed Salem 
April 25th. 1734. 
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Thomas 


Edward Procter Thomas Cheever, Mad. 

Daniel Henchman John White | 

William Haſey J::leph Sewall 

Thomas Cuthing, jun. Thomas Prince 

Samuel Watts Joſhua Gee 

James Peirpoint Samuel Mather 

| Joſ-ph Allen Edward Hutchinſon _ 
5 Grafton Feveryzare Joſiah Willard _ ; 

> of, William Larrabce Nathanael Saltonſtall 

70. Jacob Haſey. james Saywood 55 
1 / Nathanael Coit 


he letters that called this council were in the form 
bol wing. . 
nat- 1 To the church of Chriſt in the ſecond. 
„ im FF aud third churches in Hoſton, the church in Rumny- 
Mink marſh, & the firſt church in Gloceſter ſend greeting. 


izh. Reverend, honoured and beloved, e 
, ie mdancholy occnfion of thus applying ourſelves to 
the = ou, rei appear from ateport 2 lately received from 
Sg. e delegates 2/10 in our name have given a ſecond admo- 
vn, fition to the firſt church of Cyrijt in Salem: I runs in 
pre- "We following words, e Fg ok Ee 
© Boſton, May zo. 1734: 


be- 4 F He elders and meſſengers of the churches, who 
ET have been giving the ſecond admonition to 
1 the firſt church of Chriſt in Salem, for their neglet. 
ou, f ing the means of peace under ſcand- lous diviſi- 
r 10 4 ons, make the following report to our reſpective 
ent. che »»! a ON 
ct, The delegates of the third church in Boſton, the 
church in Rumnz. mar ſu, and the firſt church in Gio- 
„er, being met at Salem, Apr. 23. 1734, took into 
heir conſideration the letter of admonition which 
had been ſent hy the ſecond church of Beſton to the 
mas reverend Mr. Fiske, to be communicated 1 firſt 
e e „ chutch 


f 
ö Tee: 


LSE 


church in Salem; and were grie ved to find, that be 


_© diviſions. 


gates of the ſecond church of Buſton in renewing 8 


© the admonition of the ſecond church in Boſton, 3 
both the reaſon of the thing and the Platform of our 


55 * word, directec. 


number of aggrieved brethren, who were willing tv % 
. * hearken to it, and deſirous to have it communicated, i» 
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* had refuſed to let the ſecond church of Boſton have 8 
* communion with the firſt church in Salem, either b 
© letters or by conference, when it had been deſired 
and claimed in repeated applications to him; and 
that the firſt church in Salem continued till in the 
ſinſul neglect of the means to heal their ſcandalous 


Thoſe delegates therefore united with the dele. 


* their applications to the reverend Mr. Fiske, that h: 8 
* would allow them a conference with him and bt 
church upon this melancholly occafion ; and, When 
this was abſolutely refuſed, they joined in ſeconding # 


SF 
* 


© church diſcipline, agreeably to the rules of God 
And though the committee, who were ſent to the 
* reverend paſtor, could not have opportunity to de- 
* liver him this ſecond letter of admonition, yet vw: 7 
had opportunity to deliver ſeveral copies of it to?: 


And having adjourned till May twenty eighth, th 
© we might know whether our admovition had the de- 
* fired good effect on the firſt church of Salem, i. 
_* then appeared to us by letters and teſtimonies fe. 
* ceived from one and twenty aggrieved brethren a 
Salem, that the ſaid letter of admonition has onc: f 
and again been refuſed by the paſtor with repeate! 
* declarations, that he would neither hear nor receive 
it : That but four of the brethren who abett him i 8 
his unreaſonable and unchriſtian conduct could b: 
perſuaded ſo much as to fee the faid letter of admo- 
nition or hear it read: And that a majority of the 
church refuſe to join in ſeeking a church meeting, u 
order to conſult about their duty, and the means i 


[4 
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* remove the ſcandal they have given by their ui 
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So that things remain in the ſame deplorable con- 
dition; the firſt church in Salem refuſes to hearken 
to our charitable admonition, and appears to conti- 
nue obſtinate and impenitent under ſcandalous divi- 
ſions. And it is with very ſorrowful hearts that we 
now think ourſelves obliged to declare our unani- 
mous opinion, that our churches ought to proceed and 
make ule of the help of a ſynod or council of neigh- 
bour churches walking orderly ( if a greater cannot 
conveniently be had ) for their conviction ; as we are 
directe d by the reaſon of the thing, and the rules and 
directions of the holy word, as well as by our plat- 


be 
ave 
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red 

and 1 
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wing 
d his 
hen 1 
ding 
f our Reverend, honoured and beloved, 

2001 28 Upon this melancholy occaſion wwe think it our duty to 


© 0088 


form of church diſcipligmmee. 
E * Thomas Cheever, Moderator. 


Fake uſe of the help of a council of neighbour churches 
0 the Walking orderly, for the conviction of our brethren the 
0 de. Wrſt church in Salem, obo appear to us obſtinately and 
t We mpe nitently perſiſting in ſuch unchriſtian diviſions as not 
t tos Wpnly tend to the utter ruin of pure and undefiied religion 
0g i among themſelves, but alſo give juſt matter of ſcandal to 

cated, 7475 churches of Chriſt among us walking tn the faith 
„, thit Band order of the goſpel. VVV 
he de.. When we conſider the relation our churches ſtand in to 
en, t one another, the aft; of communion wwherewst ) we are 
es fe. obliged to acknowhege this relation, and the right hand 
ren u pf felloꝛuſhip mutually given among us; we cannot hut 
onc: expect, rhe faithful cvurches of Chriſt in the land ut 
zeared We ready to juin 24:4 us and ſtrengthen us, in our chari- 


ecelxe fable endeavours to convince the firſt church of Chriſt in 
him palem of rhesr ſinful neglect of the means of peace under 
11d be heir ſcandalous diviſions, and bring them to adorn their 
adm poly profeſſion by uſing thoſe means and by maintaining 
of the heir communion with other chure bes. 5 
ing, a Theſe are therefore to deſire you our reverend, honoured 
ans to and beloved brethren, by gur eIders and other delegates 
cir un o meer the delegates of fundry other churches at Salem 
N 5 | | | 5 | OB 


- 


vn the ſixteenth day of July at ten o'clock A M Thi 


in Salem, and what wwe may offer to juſtify our appr.. 


_ Communion with their brethren of neighbcur churches. 


God, to give light and convittion to that unhappy 
church: which may the prince of peace, and the great 


receive! And if the firſt church in Salem norwithſtaud. YG 


againſt that ſcandalous church, and give relief ro ſuch 


mony agatnſt them; as is directed in our platform cf 
church diſcipline. N 88 1 L 
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mee by our delegates may more particularly lay before you 
rhe ſtate of the unhappy caſe, the ſteps are have taken in oY 


our charitable purſuit of communion with rhe firſt church 


Benſions that that church is obſtinate aud impenitent in 
Jeaxdalous diviſions among themſelves, and in reſuſins 


our conduct ſpall appear togou urjuſtifiable, we tru ol 
ave are willing and ready to receive light and comvitiicn, 
and to act as becem-s cur huly profeſſion. But if our 
conduct ſhall appear agreeable to tie word of God, ani 
the acknowleged principles of congregational churches, FR 
ave defend upon your united endeavours,” by the bling t 


k 


Shepherd and biſhop of ſouls, diſpoſe and enable them is 


© "94 


. 


1 


%%% in vegteBing 11s fp 


means of pence under their ſcandalous diviſi us, and i, 


refuſing communion to neighbour churches (which we be. } 1 
feech our Lord Feſus Chriſt to prevent) then ve muſt FF 0 
expect your declared judgment, that the ſaid firſt church is M7 


Salem appears obſttnate in ſcandal : Upon «hich parti- I 
after due means with patience uſed may bear a teſtimony "3 


aggrieved members of it who vill join in bearing reſti- Þ 


| we are yours in the faith and fellowſhip _ 
of the goſpel, e 
Thomas Cheever 
John White 
ſoſeph Sewall 
Thomas Prince 


Joſhua Gee 
Samue! Mather, 


„In the name . 
\ and at the (i 
geſire of our 
churches. 


P. 5, 


cular churches thro the land, according to their light, A 


4 under the paſtoral care of the reverend, 
2 I r Barnard and Holyoke at Marblehead, 
ei 1 Mr. Preſcot at Salem precinct, 

160 Mr. Wiggleſworth ar Ipſwich- hamlet, 

PPre- 3 Meſſieurs Rogers and his Son at Ipſwich, 

nt 18 Mr. Chipman at Beverly, 

20 FA Jaques az Gloceſter, 

ES. 2 Emerſon at Malden; . 

rut © AM. Appleton at Cambridge, 
ic, ae Bradſtreet and Abbot at Charleſtowii, | = 
our, Mr. Hancock and his Son at Lexington, „ 
: 25d 1 2 Walter as Roxbury, 

15, Ar. Cotton at Newton, 

g, Ir. Store r at Watertown, | 

2P[y lr. Allin at Brookline, 

Treat 3 Ar. Moody ar York, 

m to 1 7. Wile at Berwick, 

and. FA Phillips at Abdovet, 

"the Js eurs Hale and Tufts at h 

% lr. Bowman art Dorcheſter, 

e Le. Mr. Dunbar ar Stoughton, _ 

uf | I Barret ar Hopkinton, 

cb is WMeſſteurs Loring and Cook 4t „ 

i. Afeſfeurs Welſteed and Byles at Boſton. 
ght, 450 we are perſuaded, thoſe churches will think with 
wor) us, that the charge of providing for delegates «#0 
400 1 are ſent on ſuch an occaſion, cannot reaſonably be 
efti- | [LO from any but the churches zvho fend them. 
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. 8, 


49 


75, A Ce 8 it; dere 'made this application to the churcheh x 
nt 


tt The letters and teſtimonies mentioned i in the ſaid 
per, were ſent in a letter to the rev. Mr. Thomas 
eever, moderator, dated May 27. 1734. 


Nen A 
* God 6 * Le 
. * 


1 be letter ſent to the rev Mr. Thoma: Cheever, Mode- 
Irator, &c. from twenty one members of the church 
in Salem, is as follows. 


ende ſir, 
4 Greeable to what wwas cd to us by th: delegates | 
= of the churches of MY mer at Salem 23d of 17 


+ 


: Pl 


+ 130 _ 
1734, theſe will acquaint you of the ſeveral ſteps tha 
have been taken in conformity to the advice then given 


47 af 
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Tue next evening, the aggrieved brethren (to the nun. 
Ber of above teteniy, being all that were then in town) 
net foget her. Thoſe brethren ar ho ſide arit Mr. Fiske 
Veing notified and deſired to meet, but only tao of then 
ewere there —. After ſpending ſome conſiderable time-in 
diſcourſing of the unhappy ſtate and condition of th 
church, a ſerious and deliberate conſideration of the ad. , 
vice and admonition leſt by you (which was once ani 
again read over---) and the nice criſis to which thing F- 
Were now come, We all who then met, (except Mr. Eſtis) * 
agreed to ſend ſome of our number to Mr. Fiske with i, 
_ deſire from the brethren, that he «would receive the ad-. 
moni tion of your churches, and call his church togethi 
45 a mean for peace. At theſame time our bret hren, C 
Barton, Capt. Hathorne, and Mr. Nutting were de. 
Fired to go ro thoſe brethren who remained with MH, 
Fiske and communicate to them the admonition of th: © 
_ churches, and defire them to join with us in aſking 1 Fe 
church meeting, and particularly to meet we8th us to con „ 
ider about our duty on Wedneſday the firſt of May. „ 
A ſummary ona of what thoſe committees did, you! 7} 
find in what they have givenin. On the ſaid Wedn:l 7, 
day evening the brethren received from their committee Þ ,, 
an account of their proceedings, with the little ſucceſ; 7 
They met: at which being much concern d, and ſome al 2 
moſt diſcouraged from attempting any thing further, th! } 
_ greateſt part of the time was ſpent in conferences; "till © 
at laſt, reſolving that nothing ſhould be wanting on their} * 
Part, in the exerciſe of all chriſtian patience and charity} - 
They reſolved to draw up another meſſage in writing ti 
M, Fiske (a copy of which is encloſed) and a number} © 
c the brethren were appointed to wait on him with th 
meſſage, and the admonition of the churches — . Accord. 
 #ngly on May 11th 1734, the ſaid committee awaited oe 
Ar Fiske, and received in anſwer to their meſſage uh 
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they have given in on the ſame. 


* 


4 


ge „4 meſſengers ſe? in what a lamentable, deplorable ſtare 


oWn,) and open diviſions,nor any propoſals for an atcummedation. 


me-in nove for our relief, bow unhappy and diſireſſed muſt our 


$I 


Hate be? And ſince the matter nor ſe:ms to be of Cen- 


— 


ing render you the happy inſtruments of T6-inſtating us in 1h; ſe 
gel orm of the churches, which we were in the uſe of, ard 
n, C, Ft which our reverend paſtor, the venerable Mr. John 
e de Higginſon, is pleaſed to /ay, in his teſtimony to the or- 
A., der of the goſpel. © Theſe are the precious legacies 
of the F« which our fathers, now beholding the face of the Lord 
ing 1 Ye Jeſus Chriſt in glory, have left unto us. In 1e 
'0 % nean time wwe earneſtly bez your and your churches prayers 


59 
, Jou| ed with rhoſe ſupplies of grace that may be needful jor 
dne. us iu ſuch a day and Hour as this is; and thit the 
nite | churches thro this land may be preſerved in the Purity, 
uc peace and order of the goſpel, en the foundations they 
me a. rere happily eſtabliſhed and for a courſe of years bl-{jed 
2 * And proſpered in. 5 „ 
191 - We are reverend ſir, - 8 
ar, your brethren in the faith and order 
ing uf „ of the goſpel, 
umbeif Salem, May 27. 1734. * 
#7 / 5 Benjamin Lynde 
cord To the reverend Mr. Thomas James Livdall 
red i Cheever, moderator of a Thomas Barton 
what 1 council, who met at Salem _ John Nutting 
April 23. 1734. - Henry Weſt | 
T To be communicated to ſaid counci Benjamin Lynde, jun. 
Ez OY "Hs: Samuel 


R 
s 


2 
Samuel Oſgood Samuel Ropes 
John Archer Job Bickford . 
Miles Ward, junr. Nathanael Phippen 

John Bickford, junr. Jae Hathorne 

Benjamin Lambert ames Grant 
Benjamin Marſton Nathanael Ropes IF 

Samuel Weſt, Samuel Giles 

ION Es tas TY ns George Daland * 


Here follow the letters & teſtimonies that were incloſed 
in the foregoing letter to the rev. Mr. Cheever. * 


The Teſtimony of Mr. Benjamin Zynde, junt. & others, , 


| IJ = the ſubſcribers, being deſired by a number of the © 
7" brethren of the firſt church ef Chriſt in Salem, 1 F”: 
Wait on Mr. Fiske with a meſſage from them, on th: 
28 of April 1734. wenr to deliver our meſſage at hi; 
Houſe; but were told Mr. Fiske was not at home; u. 
hen told the young woman, that ue had a meſſage n 
deliver Mr. Fiske, aud would come again at two ci 7 
in the afternoon ; and defired her to tell him, that ud. 
had been there, and pray him to be at home at the a. 
Poi nted time. About two in the afternoon we Again net} 3 
and minuted down our meſſage in the following word. 5. 
* Sir, a number of the brethren of this firſt church} | 
who met together laſt night, having received from 7. 
the delegates of four churches of Chriſt in this land 
à letter of advice and admonition to this church 
have defired us to wait on you with the ſame, and 
pray you would communicate it; and we are inf 
their names to deſire you to take the advice therein 
and call our church together as a means for peace 
amidſt our unhappy diviſions which fo greatly dil 
honour religion, and give ſcandal and offence to the, 
77 l 
Going with this meſſage to Mr. Fiske*s houſe, awe ih 
guired for him, and were told, he was not at Home; an 
inquiring of the young woman, with ahm we left cu, co. 
deſire of Mr, Fiske being at home, whether (pe Þ ; | b 


m W m A M ® A a -A 


1 1. Fiske of it; ſve anſwered, ſhe had, but be 


id nothing to it, and further that they could not teil! 


pere he was. From his houſe ve "ent ro Dy. Gath- 
Fan's and asd for Mr Fiske, who came to the door to 
: we told him, wwe had been at his ms to wait oh 
in, but he was not at home: he immediately replied, 
F- had ſeen Mr. Phippen and had inquired what the 
Þ/ineſs was, but he did not tel! him; and that he had 
id to Mr. Phippen, if it was any thing from the mini- 
00 " ers, Sc. who bad been here, he ſhould not receive it. We 
oled $11 im. we had a meſſage to him, if he pleaſed to heay 
+ ; but were not ſent by thoſe miniſters, but from the 
gern zmbers of his own church. Mr. Fiske replied, if it was 
1-9 out the miniſters, be had told them, when here at his 
# th un houſe, that he ſhould not have to do with them, We 
poll him, wwe defired to deliver him our meſſage; and ſail 
ir, a number of the brethren of this firſt church, who 
: 10 met together laſt night, having received from the 


» vice and admonition— Before we could ſay one world 
% Sore, Mr. Fiske interrupted, and ſaid, T cant hear you; 
Chalk Ind drew back from the door. Ne ſaid, pray hear us, 
*.. He replied, T can't hear you, and went from us in- 
"| tothe next room, ac here was Dr, Gathman and others. 
97 Ve followed him taking out the admonition, and deſired 
bord in to receive the meſſage from the brethren of the church. 
hurc! | On which he baſtn?d to the back door, and fays, I cant 
b 1 Thaw't hear you, and ſo opened the door. "We rephed, 


pray ſir, treat us as chriſtians, and anſwer as you think. 
{bet ; but, being out of the door, he only ſaid, I ſhare 
hear you, and ſpat the door upon us, and did not return. 
We "BS chat we were forced to return without delivering the 
eats gage ue were ſent about. c 

ly dil, 


Benjamin Lynde, junr, 
Nathanael Phippen 
Samuel Giles 
Miles Ward, junr. 


We g/ 0 the reverend Mr. Thomas 
[4 5 an 7 Chee ver, moderator of a 
It cu council who met at Salem 
2 Hal | April 23. 17345 
told To be communicated; 


I delegates of four churches of Chriſt a letter of ad. 1 


The teſtimony of Col. Barton and others. 
WE the ſubſcribers, being deſired by the brethren 
the firſt church of Chriſt in Salem who are diſſaiſ. R 
fied with the conduct of the reverend Mr. Fiske rhe paſir 
of ſaid church, to go to the brethren of ſaid churci 
ho continue with Mr. Fiske, to deliver or read to thin 
_ the admonition of four churches of Chriſt (conven'd s , 
Salem the twenty third of April 1754) to the firſt church. I; 
in Salem; and alſo to d:ſire them to meer with the fail FF 
Tees brethren on ucdueſday the firſt day of Vl 8 
| following, to join with us in intreating the revere , 
Mr. Fiske to call à meeting of the church for the healig 
our unhappy diviſions ; We accordingly vent ro then, ©: 
and could prevail with but four of the brethren to ſ 8, 
or bear the ſaid admonition read : but moſt of them ſail, 3 
they would conſider of meeting with the brethren ; yi tt 
"none of them met with us, except our brother damut os / 
Ruck, ho refuſed to join with us in applying to Mr. 

Fiske for a church meeting. — 


kat ING | Thomas Barton 
Salem, May 27. 1734. Joſeph Hathorne 
F John Nutting. 
To the reverend Mr. Thomas N | 
+ Cheever, moderator of a 
council who met at Salem, be SI = 
„ e 1734. 4 
To be communicated. ET 


5 TY | | | 3 | the 
A letter ſent to the reverend Mr. Fiske from twentn” 
one aggrieved brethren of his church, PÞ* 


Reverend fi, = N 
E the brethren of the firſt church of Chriſt in Salem 
being deeply affected with the fad and diſtreſi 
Rare of this church yet remaining in aft unhappy deviji ; 
and ſenſible, as well of the great ſin and guilt that Vt 
on us, while we remain ſo, as of our indiſpenſible du) 


be in the uſe of all proper means for ihe beating a 


$ 
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nd . eres on the ſerious conſideration of the advice and 
RF dmonition of the delegates of four churches of Chriſt 
Ro this church, reſolved to apply again to you the paſtor o 
be church, and by you to the brethren ; that agreeable 
„o our duty and in conformity to the ſaid admonition which 
Jari 5 berewsth preſented, we as a church of Chriſt may 


pa | bort hævith meet together; and that humbling our ſelves 
grins "Wfore the Lord for the tokens of his anger, aue may ear- 
TR ZL implore the return of his gracious ſpirit to kead and 
"CO Wet the paſtor and the church in the paths of peace; 
oy! 1 hat we may conſult about our duty, conſider the unhap- 
th "Þy cauſes of our diviſions, and examine into the matters of: 
„ arge exhibited by ſme of the brethren againſt rhe paſtor, 
apy s in their paper of the 16 of March 1731; and uſe all 
3 pible endeavours for removing our difficulties, and pro- 
75 72 Y uring us that Peace and uny which 85 the Happy fruit | 
T7 0 En 

n % $r, tho you were pleaſed in an unkind manner to re- 
" 3 3 uſe our meſſage ſent by our brethren to this end, yer (as 
„ a ee are ſtedfaſtly reſolved, that nothing ſhall be wanting 
as pn our part) we again ask a church meeting; and we hope 
Fat God will graciouſly sncline your heart to come into 


FATS 


5  Ttohat we can't but think abſolutely neceſſany under our 
ms | preſent circumſtances ; eſpecially at a time whey there is ſo 
==> "i | . FO . 

* nuch reaſon to fear, that the faithful churches of Chriſt 


are mar to withdrawing their communion from us; a 
notive Mit ſelf ſufficienr to deter us from any longer (a- 


gainſt the admonttion of the churches) obſtinately per fiſting 

in the ſinful neglect of the means of peace, to the great 

* viſhonour of the holy religion of the bleſſed Feſus, and 

the ſcandal and offence of the churches of Chriſt in this 
5 e ans 


reverend ſir, 


v3 
* 
Wt 
1 
55 
„ 
by — r 


Salem 5 VVV 
Jreſi 3 at your aggrieved brethren, 
I 1734 | 


Benjamin 


0 563) 


Ssamuel Oſgood Benjamin Lynde 
0 Cn les IE I Thomas Barron 
James Grant Benjamin Lynde, jun, 
Miles Ward, junr, Benjamin Marſton 
John Bickford, junr. James Lindall 
HBHenjamin Lambert John Nutting 
55 Joſeph Hathorne | | Henry Weſt 
Samuel Weſk  Samivel Ropes 
John Archer Nathanael Phippen 
James Odell- Nathanael Ropes 
. George Daland 


'F 


4 


-- a the reverend Mr. Samuel 
File, paſtor of the firſt 
Church of Chriſt in Salem. 
| To be communicated. 


The teſtimony of the Honourable Judge Zy#de and 
OL EET | 


Nag 


2 


* 


| 725 the ſubſcribers, being deſired by a number of th 
_ "* . aggrieved brethren of the firſt church of Chriſt is 
5 Sale m, to wait on the reverend Mr. Fiske with a mri. 
ten meſſage from them, on the eleventh of May 173. 
Went to Mr. Fiske's houſe ; where happily meeting 20111 | 
uin, we acquaimted bim, that we were come to detiver| 
tim a meſſage from a number of the brethren of this 
church. But theſe words were ſcarce delivered to hin, 

_ when he ſaid, ſtop.— bret hren; if ybur meſſage, or what Nele 
Dou Have to ſay, is any thing from the churches (that n 
have been lately at Salem ) or in the leaſt concerning an . 
5 Natter of that affair, Twill neither hear nor receive in Nh 
ih Me told him, it was from a number of the church where-yw"' 
Well. Y he was Paſtor ; He ſtill replied in the ſame words ade 
li before, That he would neither hear nor receive any thin, t. 
Tat had the leaſt tendency or relation to the affairs or A 
. buſineſs of rhe ſaid churches — o ( after declaring out 
* admiration at his obſtinacy ) we deſired My. Nutting 
NE (70 whom the ſeveral churches advice or admonitson, it ©*” 
„ with our meſſage in writing were committed) to deliver Men 
„ #hem to Mt, Fiske; which accordingly he offered to > 


. 


0775 


a Mr, Fiske (as at other times) ſtarted back, and de: 
ared, he would recei ve nothing of that nature from us. 
pon which we bid Mr. Nutting leave the ſaid papers 
bi him; which he did on the table before him: and 
x: the ſame time, we untreated Myr. Fiske to read and 
riouſiy confider of the matter. He in a fret ſaid, it 
4s an impeſition on him and an inſult ; we anſwered 
n, our deſign was good in offering, and leaving with 
in that our meſſage, which (aſter all) he might take 
rice of, as be pleaſed, 1 . 


Benjamin Lynde 
Thomas Barton 
1 Marſton 
ro the reverend Mr. Thomas _ Jens Feng, ; 
Cbeever, moderator of a 6] | 
council who met at Salem 
April 23. 1734. 
To be communicated. 
777. ½᷑om· ꝛ 5 ¼5 ⁵¾˙ , ĩ ĩ Su 
% % © The reverend Mr. Hike was notified of the cals 
evrit. ling this council by a letter dated June 19. 17342 
1534108 Which, is as follows, BY MOOT ns 2 
p bf 1-47-27 
Hogs Þ Re vet end fir, Bl. ig 
f thi” JV. E incloſe you the copy of a report which the churches 
hin, under our paſtoral care have received from their 
 avhat Wc /egares ; and theſe are to inform you, and pray you ta 
(that nnunicate to your church, what has been done upon 

. Our reſpective churches apprebend, that the firſt 
ve i urch in Salem give Juſt matter of ſcangal to all th 
vhere · ¶ Vurches of Chriſt among us walking in the faith and 
rds a der of rhe goſpel, by perſiſting obſtinately and impeni- 
thing, eng in ſuch unc hriſtian diviſions as tend to the utter 
irs ruin of pure and undefiled religion, and by refuſing con- 
pg 0, n with neighbour churches. They have therefore 
ring, /t it their duty, to ſeck the help of a council of neigh- 
girgon, M courches walking orderly, for the conviftion of that. 
Jeliver ending church, And we Have, in their name and at, 
o Hin e ter, 
EI 
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g an . 


Aud in reſuſiug communion with neighbour churches. 


pyectful brethren, intreat you to approve your ſelf an t. 
committed to your charge; by putting on ſelf-denial, 


| fſeandal that has been given, and prevent a more public * 
aud awful teſtimony againſt it: or if you think, the firſt i 
church in Salem has not been ſcandaloufly negligent of 
the means of peace under their long contentions, or that 


| Juſtice and charity, in the repeated admonittons that have Re 
been given by neighbour churches ; then ut beſeech gos 


Conduct 


 princephes of ,ongregational churches, (is we truſt it 76111) 
_ eve pray the God of all grate, by bleſſing the endeavours 


heir deſire, ſigned and ſent forth letters to twenty ſovey | 
churches mentioned in the incloſed hiſt, requeſting them 1) 
meet, by their delegates in council at Salem on rhe 16t) 
day of July next: at which time we expett our churches ⁵ 
avill have an opportunity by their delegates to lay befor: 
@ large council a more particular account of the melan. = 
cholly caſe the ſteps they have taken in a charatable pur. 
ſuit of communion with the fir(t church in Salem, and 
hat they have ro juſtify their apprehenſions that that 
church is obſtinate and impenitent in ſcandalous diviſionn, 


Reverend ſir, pray let a number of paſtors, your ß. 


fectionate and faithful paſtor, by ſeriouſly conſidering tu? 
deplorable ſtate of religion, in that unhappy divided flork * 


humility, meekneſs and charity; and by leading that flock % 
into the uſe of rhoſe means of peace which may remove the n. 


they have not been treated according to the goſpel rules of Wc 


94 
ro join with them in anſwering what our churches «ill . 
lay before the council, called as above, to judge of their 


Me truſt our Churches, if their conduct ſhall appear t1 | 


he council unjuſtifiable, avill be open to light and couvicti-- 
on; and that, were they made ſenſible of having treatei 
rhe paſtor or any brethren of the firſt church in Salem un. 
Juſtly or uncharitably, they would, as becomes the diſci- | 
Ples of Chriſt, make it publickly known, that they repent of |= 


their miſguided zeal : and if their conduct ſhall be tho: 
agreeable to the rules of God's word, and the acknowleged 


of other chur hes, to incline your heart and the hearts of E 
all your brethren, ſo to unite in the means of healing your 
. — fſcandalcus 
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eben ; 
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* randalous diviſions, as may. adorn your Holy profe Von, 


ud reſtore the firſt church in Salem to the charity of 
heir offended neighbours. 
| Reverend ſir, it ſeems ſtrange to us, if there be need of | 
Vw for the condutt of our churches, even to go. 
* ze can for our ſelves declare, that in the part “- 
Wave acted, we have not been govern'd by ſelfiſh views, 
4 pr by any perſonal diſaffeftion to you, (whoſe miniſterial 
Ebilities we have ever been ready ta acknowlege, and 
3 room wwe deſire to ſee continued in your paſtoral (ice, 


e it may confiſt with the duties and privileges of © 


particular churches) ſo we think our reſpeftive churches 
e appeal to the crorld, whether any thing but a con- 
ſciencious concern to do their duty in promoting the com- 
non intereſt of Chriſt's kingdom among us, can reaſon- 
ally be thor to engage them in a proceſs of diſcipline, 
: 5250 of any worldly motives to compenſate for the trouble 
3 nd charge it unavoidably brings upon them, | 
= Reverend ſir, ths q ou cannot have tbe ſam? ſentiments 
1 bi us, Concerning what we take to be our duty, yet we' 
Hoße you can heartily join with us in this prayer; may 
1 God of love and peace make us all perfect in every 
55 wwork to do his will, working in us that which ts 
Fel pleaſing in his ft rhe through Feſus Chriſt, and pre- 
Ware us to give up à good account of our important ſtew- 
T ro rhat glorious perſon wwho ail} be our Jucken .. 
70 Wor be gtory aer and ever. Amen. 
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ati . reverend ſir, 
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vou affectionate brethren, 


Thomas Cheever 


LY one 19th, 1; . i ohn White 


oſeph Sewall - 
Thomas prince | 


our; Joſhua Gee 
1 Samuel Mather. 

your ls the. reverend Mir Samuel Fiſke, 

. Ts Thus 
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et Thus we have given a true and impartial repre. 1 
& ſe ntation of the melancholly caſe which has occaſi. 1 
ce : oned the projev application to "wr churches. * 


And, 


8 3. © We now nts in the. laſt place t to pro. 
t pole what our churches deſire and expect of this ven. 
, pable council: And this may be very briefly repre- a 
© ſented jn the following particulars. 7 


When you have taken this melancholly caſe | into? 
e. your deliberate and prayerſul conlideration, 0 
* de ſire and expect, e . 
"ing 6: That, if their condutt ſhall appear anjuſtifablc i 
4 wh will endeavour to convince them of their fault 1 
* tha: they may publickly declare their repentance, 
and repair any injury done to the paſtor or any oi "4 
c the 1 of the tuft church in Salem. | x 
. 6 That, if in your judgment the 5 ſt charch „ 
& Falem hath deſerved the admonitions which hay: 8 
been given, you will endeavour their conviction 
that they may no longer neglect proper means 01% 
£ DE their þ ſcandalous diviſions, 2 
3. That, if the conduct of the reverend Mr. Fi 4 | 
„ in refuſing to let neighbour churches have commuſ 
e nion with the firſt church in Salem by letters i 
conference, ſhall appear unreaſonable and e 
you will bear a faithful en againſt his male 
© adminiſtration, 
r 
© That if after due means with TO FRETS ufed th 
oF #0 church in Salem will not be perſuaded to feel 1 
peace and purſue it, as becomes the diſciples ofthe 
& Prince of peace, you will declare them obſtinate in 1 


_ nas That ſo pred churches through *, 
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and according to their light, may bear a teſtimony 
Pgainſt that church, and give relief to ſuch members 


pre. ä 
cali- fit, who will join in bearing teſtimony againſt 


86 


nem, as is directed in our platform of church-dif-/ 
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and thus having in the name ofour churches de- 
pro. clared the grounds upon which they have proceed. 
ven. <9, given a faithful narrative of the melancholly 
epre- , caſe which has occaſioned their calling you to- 
"X gether, and propoſed what they deſire and expect 
from this venerable counſel, we now leave the 
e into a caſe with you; waiting your call to g ive any 
they ' further light upon it, and to make anſwer to any 
"WM objections as we ſhall be able; and praying that 


2 * 
- 
1 
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the God of all grace may lead you into the beft 
flable, determinations upon it, and make you inſtrumen- 
fault tal to heal th: diviſions of the firſt church in 
tance, , Salem, and to quicken the churches of New Eng- 
any UF land in diſcharging their duties and maintaining 
their priveleges, to the glory of his name thro? 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : to whom be glory for 
arch 1 4 ' ever. Amen. | VER N 1 i qi 
ction Salem, July 16 1734. The delegates of the ſe- 
ans i cond and third churches in Boſton, the church 
in Rumney-marſh, and the firſt church in Glo- 
_ |R* refer, agree that this report be laid before the 
r. Fi * eccletiaſtical council here convened.  _ 
:ommue . : 8 
ers anf Sign'd in the name and by the direction of the 
bitr x BB © delegates of the churches before mention'd, 
s male 5 


Thomas Cheever, Mod. 


fed th When matters had been thus laid before the coun- % | 
to ſeek in public, they adjourned to the town-houſe, that 
es of i; might conſider and debate upon them in private. 

N N d ſome of the members, obſerving that certain pro- 

vel US); mention'd in the letters from the reverend Nr. 

"6 lat | Reds | Fiske 
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| Fiske and his brethren to the ſecond church in B 
Which began this proceſs, were not among the pa. 
pers, made a motion that they might be ſent for 
ſome alſo thought it proper, that they ſhould have 2 
copy of the reſult of a council of ten churches which 
met at Salem laſt ſummer. Whereupon the reverend 
Mr. Gee, one of the paſtors of the ſecond church in 
Bofton, was called in, and asked the reaſon why th: 
ſaid propoſals were not given in among the papers: to i 
Which he made anſwer, that a copy of them had never 
been ſent to the ſecond church in Boſton by Mr. Fi? 

or his brethren, and that all the letters and paper; i 
which had been fent from or to the ſaid church wer: 
laid before the council: And, being asked why the 
ſecond church in Byſton, when they were informed « 
certain Propoſals made by the reverend Mr. Fiske to 
bis aggrieved brethren in order to heal their diviſions, Xt 
pet engaged in this proceſs without taking them un. 
der their conſideration 2 He replied, that, as he was 8 
| ſent to act in conjunction with the other delegates, WM 

| Who were expecting to be called in to anſwer any ob 
jections that might be offered againſt the proceſs, h: My 
prayed to be excuſed from anſwering objections when MM 

il they were not preſent. | Whereupon the council went *% 
1 into a debate for ſome time, Wherher it would be pri WM 
peer for them to ſend for the ſaid propoſals and reſul, i 
= andadjournedto the next morning. EE 


#0 The council met according to adjournment ; And, 
1 the delegates of the four churches being called in, . 
ns they aſſigned reaſons, why they thought it not fitting t 
. In ſuch a proceſs of diſcipline with the firſt church in 
i Salem, that the ſecond church in Boſton, ſhould con. 
. der and act upon the propoſals which Mr. Fiske had Nu 
made to a number of his aggrieved brethren : they . 
gave ayſwers alſo to the ſeveral objections which had 
been made againſt their proceedings in admoniſhing al 
the firſt church in Salem, and calling this council: 
„ And, upon the withdraw of the ſaid dele gates, the coun: 
1 cil conlideripg that thoſe papers did not contain an 
fy e e tranſaction 


(63) 


on aoſactions of the firſt church in Salem, but related 
pa. yly to the merits of a cauſe in controverſy, between 
for: Me reverend Mr. Frske and ſome of the brethren, and 
ve 2 Pere never laid before the four churches or this coun- 
hich WM by either of the parties to ſaid controverſy, there- 
rend re voted, That they would not ſend either for the pro. 
h in ls, or for the reſult ; and then they adjourned to 
the Mree o'clock in the afternoon 
1ever But, before we proceed to the tranſactions of the 
Fiss: ternoon, we think proper to take notice, that, by rea. 
pets n of the votes laſt mentioned, the reverend Meſ- 
were urs Barnard, Holyoke, Wiggleſworth, Chipman, and 
y the ts, withdrew from the council leaving a paper which 
ed of has in the following words, © Foraſmuch as we ap- 
ke to MF prehend the light we might reaſonably expect 
ſions is ſhut from us, we cannot think ourſelves obliged to 
n un. act in the dark, nor ſhall we: and therefore we 
> Was leave this as our teſtimony againſt ſuch pro:eedinge, 
gates, and withdraw from the council” The next day, 
y ob. compliance with a vote of the council, mor to pus 
ſs, he s paper on their files before it was ſigned, it was en- 
when Wrſed as follows, We ſubſcribe to the within writ- 
went ten, the reverend Mr.Chipman & Mr. Tufts, who act. 
pri. Med with us, being gone home. JohN Barnard, Ed- 
reſult, Mrvard Holyoke, Samuel Miggleſrvorth.“ 1 
The council, being met according to their adjourn- 
And, Went, declared their judgment upon the caſe which 
d in, Id been laid before them, by paſſing the following 
fitting Y tes, VIZ, Ten. | 5 | | 1 | 
ch in 55 . NV 
conli- That the ſecond church in Boſton was a competent 
ke had urch to begin this .-proceſs——'That the conduct of 
they e ſecond church in Hoſton with reſpe to the firſt 
urch in Salem appears agreeable to the word of God 
d the acknowleged principles of congregational 
rrches-- That the ſecond church inPoſton proceeded 
- alarly in calling in help to ſecond their admoniti- 
to the fiſt church in Salem That the ſecond 


church 


S 
is 
8 
. 
28 
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church in Boſton called in proper churcijes for thi il 
purpoſe. That the four churches proceeded” regular, Wi 
Iy in ſeconding the admonition of the ſecond church 
in Hoſton- That the four churches proceeded regular 
1y in calling this council---That the four churches, 
which called this council ſhould be deſired to join 
With this council in their future proceedings—— | 
The delegates of the four churches were then called 
iy; & theſe votes being read to them, they were deſire) 8 
to join with tie council in their future proceedings, i il el 
which they did accordingly, when they had entred thei; em 
diſſent againſt the method of voting by churches, nee 
and the council adjourn'd to the next morning. nur, 


The next morning a committee was ſent to acquaim 
the reverend Mr. Fiske with theſe proceedings, andto 10 
deſire him to call his church together, and let the © 
council have a conference with him and them at the- 

town-houſe, at three o'clock P. M. And in the caſe off $92” 
the reverend Mr. Fiske's refuſal, the committee were! 
to notify the brethren of the firſt church in Salem, that 
the council defired to meet them at the ſame time 
and place, This committee returned and made 1e. 
port, that the reverend Mr. Frske refuſed to hear wh? 
they had to ſay from the council; that the aggrievedÞ* W 
brethren ſaid, that they would attend the council aÞ „ 
the time and place; that but one or two of the othiÞ* 
brethren gave any encouragement to hope for theit 
coming to the council: and upon this refuſal of the“ 
paſtor and the majority of the brethren to confer with, 
the council, a committee was choſen to prepare pro |S: 
per matter of conviction to be laid before the fit 
church in Salem. | J 


3 


Ig the afternoon the aggrieved brethren came to the Foul 
council and manifeſted their earneſt deſire of the jw” 
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nut of the other brethren of the firſt church in $4: 
5, one only (Mr. Samuel Ruck) came to the council, 
ho laid before them the letter of propoſals before 
entioned; which he pray'd might be conſidered as 
Pontaining the reaſons of his conduct in the affairs of 
he firſt church in Salem. And though the council had 
pe fore refuſed to ſend fot thoſe propoſals, for the rea- 
yns that have been given; yet now when they were 
*Kus brought in by a member of the church, the coun- 
gil thought themſelves obliged to read and conſider 
hem: becauſe it had been publickly declared that 
"he council was ready to conſider Whatever any of the 
Fhurch had to lay before them. Accordingly this pa- 
per was read, and conſidered ; and the queſtion being 
Put, Vhether the council would have am further conſide- 
te Nation Hit? It paſs d inthe negative. 


+. & The committee, choſen to prepare proper matter f 
_{ Fonviftion to be laid before the firſt church in Salem, 
prought in their draught in a letter of ſolemn advice 
b Fon the council, which was read a firſt, ſecond and- 
110 FI. : wh POS | | 
. zhird time, and then voted unanimouſly by the dele- 
Fates of fiſteen churches preſent, be ſides the delegates 
ba, Þf the four churches who called the council. 


Whereupon the council voted, that ſeveral copies of 
Wis letter ſhould be prepared againſt the morning, and 
Shoſe a committee to deliver them to the firſt church 
In Salem. And the next morning, when they had 
PFoted, that he moderator ſhould ſign the letters of ad- 
pice in the name of the churches belonging to this coun- 
i and that rhe ſcrsbes ſhould notify all the churches | 

this council a fortnight before the time of adjourn 

bent; they adjourned to the fifteenth day of Octo- 
hel fer 1734 at ten o'clock in the forenoon, at the rowtl | 
= FT 
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| The aforeſaid letter of ſolews advice, as it was ſignel WW 
by the moderator, and ſent to the firſt church in 
Salem, runs in the following words. 


To the firſt church of Chriſt in Salem, 


E the elders and other meſſengers of the ſever i 
.* churches hereafter mentioned, in council convened a 
the requeſt and deſire of the ſecond and third churches in 
| Boſton, the church in Rumny marſh, and the firſt church X 
in Gloceſter, agreeable to our platform of church diſci. n 
pfline, that they might{lay before us the ſtate of your un. 
Happy caſe, with the ſteps they have taken in their (h 
ritable purſuit of communion with you; accordengly thoſe 
churches laid before us an admonition of the ſecond church & 
of Boſton duly ſent you, which was ſeconded by the thre: 
bother churches aforementioned in conſunction with the ſe." 7 
cond in Boſton : The conduct of which churches u 
Have upon mature conſideration approved and juſtified a % 
apprehending their proceedings agreeable to the u 
of God and the conſtitution of theſe churches. . 
are ſorry that you ſhould deny coming to us when youl 
were once and again deſired 4 to do: this ave can 7 
not but Jook upon as a further inſtance of your ref., 
| fing to bold communion with theſe churches. And th , 
whole of your conduct in this affair appears to us to bi rent, 
4 2 - 1 1 4 
very ogenſive, and which, if per ſited in, will expoſe q 


Reverend, honoured and beloved, 3F 


_ Theſe churches. 
Dear brethren, 


0 


© pour of Chriſt, and the promoting the intereſt of religion 
n theſe churches and more eſpecially among your ſelves. 


= And we cant but expoſtulate in particular with you, 
yr cverend ſir, and ſay, Thar a great part of the offence 
galready given to our churches, and the unhappy conſe- 
puences of refuſing to hearken to ſuch advice as you have 
Rad, will lie at your door. And therefore we earneſtly 
Peſeech you ro conſider, how much it is incumbent upon you 
"Fo lead the church under your paſtoral care into ſome. 
healing method, by calling them together to conſult the 
means of peace. And it is very ſurpriſing to us, that a 
nminiſter of rhe Goſpel of peace, and the paſtor of a con- 
 Rgregational church, ſhould for ſo long a time refuſe a me- 
bod ſo eaſy and natural in it ſelf, and ſo agreeable to 
he word of God, and the prattice of the churches in 
P/ TE 
Me would alſo exhort you, dear brethren, to conſider 
| Fwherber it be not your duty in particular to deſire and 
"iſt upon it, that there may be a meeting of the church 
n order to the healing the fore breaches and the revival 
mmm EE ogg on ne to 
For the obtaining theſe great ends the council hate a- 
Freed to give time; and it would be matter of great joy 
o all the churches throughout this land, to underſtand. 
fl that, by the help of theSperit of Grace, you have employ 
the ed this ſpace, ſo as to bring your long and grievous ccu- 
rentions to an happy concluſion : that this ancient and 
3% Long flouriſhing church in Salem may be once again in 
ea be, and the great trouble of our returning hither - 
bj upon this ſorrowful occaſton be thereby prevented. 
And now, brethren, we commend you to God- and to 
be word of his Grace which is able to build you up, and 
„% give you an tnieritance among all them which are 
71 ſanctiſied. V e 

= 9. x 955 | 1 Nehemiah Walter. Med. 
Sand in the name and by the te. 
1d; direction of the churches 

70. conventcd in council as follow, | 7 
tn 785 K 2 | Tue 
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5 The firſt rb in Pang” 
The firſt church in York, 
The church in Byfield, 
The church in Berwick, 
The ſecond church in Marblehead, 
Type third church in Tpſwich, 
The church in Cambrige, 
The church in Malden, on 
Type firſt church in Watertown, 
The ſecond church in Glocefter, 
The church in Hopkinton, 
The church in Stoughton, 
The church in Dorcheſter, 
_ The firſt church in Ipſwich, 
The north brick church in Boſton. 


P. S. T was voted unanimouſly that this letter of 1 1 
vice ſhould be accepted, and that copies of it pu pequ 
be ſent to the firſt church in Salem. Aud then i. Pole 
council adjourned to tueſday rhe fifteenth day if b TE 
next October, ar rhe toun houſe in Wen at u porte 
o'clock in the Jorenoon. 1 


0 Tl K 20. 17 34. N 
Nehemiah Walter, 2h : 
At the ſecond ſeflion of the council. 


Salem, OR. 15. 1734. The committee, appoints 
to prepare a narrative and repreſentation to lay befor 
the council, agree, that this narrative and re pre ſeni 

tion be lajd before the council. 7 


Joſe ph Savall, Chairman of the, commit: 


Salem, o. 15. This narrative was read a firſt time 


anq on Oftober 16, in the afternoon, it was rea] take 
again and compar'd with the minutes of the council rede 
whereupon the council voted, that this narrative that 
accepted, and that the committee be thank'd f and 
their care and trouble in preparing it. and 
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Ine narrative continued; giving an account 
of the proceedings of the council in their 
Second; Teon. 


OS CHE council met at the time and place of ad- 
- If T 0 journment, the elders, and other delegates 
BY - of ſeventeen churches being preſent; and 
6608 having choſen the reverend Mr. Zeremiab 
iſe of Berwick, to be their moderator in the abſence 
[of the reverend Mr. Nehemiah Walter, who was de- 
Fal tained through bodily indiſpoſition, they thought it 
heul requiſite to enquire, Whether their committee had diſ- 

poled of rhe letters of advice to the firſt church in Sa- 


73 
r 
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„ ti! 
ay en according to their direction: Which committee re- 
t u ported as follows, © That the reverend Mr. Fiske 

I would not receive the letter directed to the church, 
* bur ſpake as if he eſteemed it a nuſance; that dea- 


2 


+3 
. 
*% 


i con O/good alfo refuſed to receive it; but that the 
ECE 
Here upon the council appointed a committee to 
ake inquiry, what ſteps had been taken by the firſt 
urch in Salem with regard to the letters of advice, 
nich had be-n duly left with them; and whether as 
yet they had uſed any means of peace and healing. 
and the r-twurn which this committee brought to the 
mitteſſcouncil was this, © That Mr. Fiske ſaid that he had 
© not ſeen the contents of the letter of advice, nor had 
taken any ſteps about it; that deacon O/pord decla- 
' red concerning the brethren adhering to Mr.  Fiske 
that they would not read nor take any natice of it; 
and that the brethren who are age ved had read it 
| and were diſpoſed to conform unto it. 1 
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Though the council met not with the deſired ſuc- 4 
_ Cefs in their meſſages to the reverend Mr. Fjske and 
the church, yet they were not diſcouraged, but ap. 
pointed another committee to wait on him, and deſire |* 
Lim to call his church together; that ſo the council Þ* 
might have a conference with him and them at the IJ 
town houſe on the next day at eleven o'clock in the © 
forenoon : and they directed this committee, that, in 
caſe Mr. Fiske ſhould refuſe this their reaſonable re. 
queſt, then they ſhould go to all the brethren of the 
church, and entreat a conference with them at the! 
time and place aforeſaid. And ſo the council ad- 77 
journ'd to the next morning. |. 


The council, being met according to adjournment, © 70 P. 
receiv'd the report of their committee appointed the 
evening before, which was, That the reverend 
Mr. Fiske utterly refuſed to comply with the deſire 
of the council, and thought himſelf impoſed on 
by any meſſages from them; that the brethren who © 
© are aggrieved, accepted the invitation, and would 
« attend the council at the time and place before-men- © 
+ tioned ; and that, of the other brethren, ſome won- 
* dred that the council would trouble them, and other, 
© faid they would not come to the council, unleſs 
Mr. Fiske would come with them. . 
The brethren of the church that are aggrieved at- 
tended the council at the time prefixed, and openly 
| delared, that they had not conſented to the offence 
of the firſt church in Salem, but bore their teſtimony 4- 
gen it: And, in order to prove that they were de- 
rous of a meeting of the church, that ſo the means 


of peace might be uſed, they referr'd the council to 
ſiome letters which had paſſed ſince the laſt ſeſſions 
| of the council; which letters are as follow. 
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(71 
ro thoſe brethren of the firſt church of Chriſt in 
* Calem, who call themlelves aggrieved. 
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Dear brethren, | „ 1 
il I would with your leave put into your hands, the 


af following wrerten method, which we ſincerely think 

i (in the fight of God) be for the honour of this 
nk: church, the which we are ready to purſue, and would 
© gladly joyn with you in purſuing and perfecting it. 
2 Wherefore we pray you will ſubſcribe your names to this 
F paper, as we have done, and ſend it to us within a week, 
that we may carry it in your name and ours, to our 
reverend paſtor in order to his calling a church meeting 
to perfect the ſame. I wwe Have not your concurrence in 


wy tbe time as above Pprefixt, ae think it our duty to pro- 


ceed therein in our oven name. 
on! your brethren in the faith and fellowſhip 


oy, Ed 


E © ly a lecture upheld in the town of Salem, in 
the firſt church there, which diſcontinued upon the 
demiſe of our former paſtors ; And whereas we find 
upon the church records, the expreſt deſire of the 


Ty WW Hereas there hath been for many years former- 


ZH church to have a lecture, and we are ſtill earneſtly 
nly deſirous of the ſame : We do therefore ( laying a- 


ſide all regards to any unhappy indecency of expreſ- 
ſion or carriage that any among us may have been 
apprehenſive off, with reſpect to a lecture) heartily 


my deſire the reverend Mr. Samuel Fiske our paſtor to 
| to join with us in requeſting the reverendMeffieurs h 


" Barnard, Edward Holyoke, Ames Cheever, Benjamin 
Preſcot, Jahn Chipman, Peter Clerk, Natbanaek 
Henchman, Joſeph Champney, William Feniſon, ahn 
To MW Varren, and Stephen Chaſe (or as many of them 
F hall pleaſe ) to ſet vp a lecture once a fortnight | 
| eas FE Tt N &f 
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jn ſaid church. In the courſe whereof we cannot 
but hope, our revererid paſtor will ſometimes ſee 
© cauſe to entertain us. And further we deſire the 
© reverend Mr. Samue} Fiske, to call a church meeting i 
© in order thereto. „5 "2 
K i Peter Oſgood, 
V „ ee, 
Salem, Aug. 12 James Ruck, 
FFG oo _ Samuel King, 
N ITY | John Holliman, 
1 To be left with brother 5 4 5 j 8 — 
| | 8 James Lindall, Na- 5 Edward Notice 2 5 3 
: hanael Phippen, and Sa. Smd 9 
 muel Giles, or either Timoche Peer, e 
< of them: Timothy Pickering, EF 
UN: N Charles King, 
To be communicated  Ahijah Eſtes, fp 
5 „„ | John Mackmallin, by 
Delivered Auguſt 16. Ebenezer Felton, Jt £ 
: Jonathan Woodwell, , 
Edmund Batter, = 
John Coles, 
Thomas Willis, 
5 John Giles, 
G FR: John Gavet, 
# Jjoſeph Orne, 
| pon Maſcall, ; | ES 
Nathanael Oſgood. 


L The anſwer. ] 
; 7 To the brethren of the firſt church of Chriſt in 


Salem. who declare themſelves to be eaſy under 
Mr. Fi, kes adminiſtration. e oO I0T% Ooty 


= — ˙ INES IR gen » — CEIIINS — 2 — 
— L a nr > ——__ r 2 2 — — = _ l _ 
. RAS Ao ED SD — E61 ... — 
, %. 2 7 5 1 = — 1 * C 


2 TT Dear | brethren, V ie 
A Pater dated the twelfth of Auguſt current, we re. 
62 ceived en the ſixteenth following, wherein is con. Nartici 
rained hci appears do us under th preſent 1 3 


J (730 
aur affairs, to be a very odd propoſal ; nevertheleſs 
i we ſrould be miſtaken in our apprehenſions of it, we 
aunct bur think it would- be both ſafe and honourable 
or us to meer together to confer ; thereby wwe may be let 
Vnto the reaſons which have induced you to conclude the 
net hod you have propoſed, to be honourable for us; and 
they appear to us to be reaſonable, we ſpall readily. 
and gladly jan with you in Proſecuting and perfetting 
be ſame : for as we always have been, ſo we are ſtil} 
very deſirous to joyn in any propoſal that can be judged 
ae and bonourable for this church; and as we have 
eftentimes defired a conference with you relating to ur 
ſunbappy difference in a ſentiment, ſo we do now again 
earneſtly deſire a meeting with you forthwith, and before 
deu proceed to preſent your propopal to the paſtor, that 
I poſſible, we may concur in ſuch methods of peace, as may 
Ay rhe will of God) procure it for us. 42 
Fut of you ſualb altogether refuſe us ſuch a meeting and 
conference, then for anſwer to your paper we beg leave to 
yay, that you are not inſenſible that we (the moſt of us who | 
ſaubſeribe bereto) have charged our reverend paſtor with 
Juterpolating in the church records a vote relating to the 
gecture (which perhaps may be the record you refer to iu 
hour letter) and with charging ſacriledge and perjury on 
be church for nonconpliancę with that interpolation, 
[which he calls à vote, and equal to a vow to God. This 
ii a creme iu its nature ſo Hei nous, that without ſuitable 
ſatisfaction we cannot ſet under our reverend paſtor's admi- 
Vviſtration: ſo that it is our paſtors immorality and ill con- 
ductnehich has removed us, and ſtill keeps us from joyning 
with you iu public ærorſbip from time to time, and not 
re want of a public lecture. Altho' the diſcontinuance 
ef rhe ſaid lecture by our reverend paſtor was. a great 
grieuance, yet it would never have produced a ſeparation : 
and ſo of conjequence our re-union depends not upon the 
preaching of a lecture, either by Mr. Fiske or others, in 
he houſe which moſt of us haveforſakey, or in any other; 
ur upon a chriſtian ſatisfattion from Mr. Eiske, as roth 
articles of charge, for which be has often been . 
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Bret hren, how can you ſincerely think it vill be ſoy i? 
Honour of this church (in the ſight of God) for us to hn 
ait h you, in complying in any wiſe with a vote which u- 
think in our conſciences is @ Wicked inter polation, ani 
 nwhich has cauſed ſo much fin and diviſion among uss 

No, brethren,let the cauſe of our greevance be firſt removed, 

and there is no doubt but we ſhall gladly joyn with you in 
reviving the lecture, or doing any thing elſe that may I: 
for our mutual peace, love, ediſication, the honour of thi: "% 

church, and for the glory of our Saviour the head of it. 
Vs hope your proceeding in your method, will at Jeaj 3 
j Produce a meeting of this church, which we have log $3 
KB Sought for; at which we hope to be preſent, and then 1 F. 
= have the matters of charge againſt the paſtor aid befor: FF, 

the church, ſince ali falle, could never be obtained fran . 

Bim in a private way. And as ſuch of us as have exhibit! 83 
a charge againſt the paſtor, have long ſince deſired as 
declared; ſo aue ſtill erpect and deſire to be cenſured if us 

Þ ave without cauſe, and wrong fully charged our reveren 
Paſtor: but if we ſupport our charges, we expett the ſy QF, 

ri action we are juſtly smituled to; which will procun . 
for us that peace we have earneſtly ſought for. 0 
Salem, Auguſt 20th. 173. 
CCC —— 
Vour brethren in the faith and fellowſhip 
1 585 of the goſpel. _ 
TOR Ss James Lindall 
Samuel Giles Thomas Barton 
James Grant Benjamin Marſton 
Miles Ward, jun, John Nutting 
j John Archer Samuel Rypes 
x Benjamin Lambert Nathanael Phippen 3 
| N John Bickford, jun. Benjamin Lynde, ju 
Henry Weſt Samuel Weſt M8 
George Daland. Nathanael Ropes 
To dezcon Peter Oſgcod, and 35 e 
Mr. Nathanael Oſgood. 

To be communicated. , 

Delivered Aug. 22. 1734. 5 1 
by Fames Lindall, Nathanael Phippen, Sa au Gy 10 1E 

e | 5 nolle 


— TR 


CLUDE 


5 # Another letter to the aggrieved brethren.] 
1 1 o the brethren of the firſt church of Chriſt in 
Saen, who call themlelves aggrieved. 

ed, Dear brethren, 
Durs of the 2eth inſtant, aue received: in anſaver a hereto 
de /ay, that from the firſt time we ever ſaw the papers 
„our controverſy with the reverend Mr. Samuel Fiske 
a ar paſtor, (which papers you referred to in your letter to 
dated Aug. 14th 1732) until this day, we were and 
„ l are of opinion, that it was, and ſtill is, your unqueſiion- 
for M˖ie duty, (in the proceſs you make againſt him) that you 
Pying uo ſurmiſe, ſuppoſition, or apprehenſion, but a plain 
ſccuſation, and lay it before him in writing, making men- 
on of all and every thing at which gou are offended ; 
ind that you alſo, in the next place, lay before him in 
Priting the proof thereof for his conviction; and when you 
3d that you and be cannot agree about the ſufficiency of 
pe proof, then, and not ſooner, avill it be time to ask the 
pinion of others about it, and 8 very few wiſe men may 
ee /ufficient to decide that. And till you have done this, are 
ennot fee how it is poſſible truly to ſay, you Have uſed 
I ſuitable and ſcriptural methods to heal the breach a- 
pong our ſelves : wherefore we think it lies at your own 
poor, that this matter is not brought to a criſis & con- 
uſton; which opinion we ſincerely believe is juſtly founded 
Mat. 18. 15, 16, 17. and on Mat. 7. 12. Alſo ona 
J pecial law for this purpoſe in 1 Tim. 5. 19. 
Aud whereas you did again write a paper to us, dated 
den Octob. 13. 1732. and ſince telling us you have laid a 
jun wolunrary ſuſpenſion on your ſelves, and that you could 
"Wor with good conſciences, and to your ſpiritual edification, 
ecei ve rhe ſacrament iu that church where Mr Fiske is 5 
We admwiniſtrator, ſo long as you entertaind ſuch an | 
Pinion of bis conduct as you then did. Brethren, | 
e ſercoufly declare, we were (From the firſt time 
de /aw his your ſecond letter) aud to this day are of 
V = ny 
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bpinion, that the grounds and reaſons upon which you haus 


on * 
r 
n 

r 
e wo 
a 
"3 F PE 3 ; 
78 

1 5 
* 
- + 


7 
9 
1 
ON 
2 * 

75 


avithdrawn from the holy communion in the ſame pla 


nvith us, were, and yet are, unzvarrantable and inſufficicut, = 
abherefore ue deſire and intreat you now (as ſome of ußuů s 
Have ſome time paſt) to return to us, and worſhip God in 

rhe [ame houſe, and commune at the ſame holy table with 7 
us again: and this our opinion, are think,ss juſtly & pro. 
_ perly founded on our Lords precept and example; on bis 


Precept in Mat. 23. 1, 2, 3 ; on his example; whoſe cuſtom 7 
3 


_avas to worſhip God and commune in ſpeci al ordinances * 5 
an the jewiſh church with thoſe that ſat in Moſes s ſeat, 
and never put them from their ſeats, while rhe jewiſh = 


beconomy continued; notwithſtanding his ill opinion, and © 


certain knowlege of their evil hearts, conduct and conver- 1 


M 


MM pberefore ꝛre cannot by any means adviſe or ccuntenane 


rhe calling a church meeting, for the buſineſs you propoſe; © 

 Snaſmuch as it is plain to us, you have not taken the ſiegs 7 

neceſſarily preparatory thereto ; beſides which you ſee 
have already, at your motion, given our opinion upon it. 


Nor can we think it other than moſt fit firſt to reunite in 
ſetting up a lecture; fince it is plain, and knows to us all, © 


that about that firſt of all did the diviſion in the church 4 


ariſe. And what iſe ſurgeon would not begin his cure 


at the bottom of the wound > Beſides, you know t his is the © 
firſt thing you pitch upon in your ſurmiſes againſt our re. 
Vverend 2 And the ſetting up a lecture would high- 7 

% a great number of this church and pariſh; © 
which we thought by your diſcourſe, in times paſt, lay ® 


by grat 


| very noa you, and are now ſorry ro ſee 90 backward 
o yoyn with us in obliging then. 


Tus wwe have let you into the reaſons which have i. 
duced us fincerely to believe it <vill (in the fight of God) | 
be for the honour of this church to proſecute and perſcli | 


be method we have put into your hands, — 
Who are your brethen in the faith 
3 and fellowſhip of the goſpel, 

Salem, fog 29. 1734 e 
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3 $3 thanael P hippen, and Samuel 
Giles, or either of them, 
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o brother James Lindall, Na- 
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T o be communicated 


N. B. Receiv'd Septemb. gth. 


after 9 o* clock at night 
per Nathanael Phippen. 


2 Dear brethren, 


: * — Uo 
an) 


Peter Oſpood, 
Edmund Batter, 
n. Nek 


5 7 received your letter of the 29th of Auguſt, as a® 
= anſwer to ours of the 2cth of the ſame momh, 
b ſerve that you have omitted anſwering the materia! 
Fart of our letter, which was, our deſires of a free conſe- 

rence with you. We have earneſtly ſought for ſuch 4 
conference from the very beginning of cur controverſis, and 

tel Ws SATO 


DIS, 4 


— —ꝛñ re 


athanael Oſgood, 


Ephraim Skerry, 


Samuel King, 


Benjamin Gerriſh, 
Ahijah Eſtes, 


John Holliman, 


John Cotes, 
Edward Norice, 
Timothy Pickering, 


John Gavet, 


Ebenezer Felton, 


John Mackmallin, 
damuel Symonds, 


Charles King, 
Benjamin Young, | 


John Giles, 


John Maſcall. 


P. S. We eupect brethren you will not again write ta 

| us in this affair, until ſuch time as you have 
complied with our reverend paſtor's propoſals, 
mhich we think are reaſonable and ſcriptural. 


[ The anſwer, ] 
n To the brethren of the firſt church of Chriſt in Salem, 


Who declare themſelves ſatisfied with Mr. Fiske's 
& - - adminiftration; n... 5 A 


bave 


| Þave yepeated it time after time to this day, but canny 


ſociety cannot be brought together, to confer like bret hren 


Tao at preſent eſteem ro be ſo reaſonable and ſcriptural, Þ* 


r 20k agree about the ſufficiency of the proof, then an 


— — — — 
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once as yet obtain from you ſuch a reaſonable requeſt. 1 
it very ſtrange and ſurprizing, that chriſtians of the ſam 


« 


on matters of difference, eſpecially when that difference ii 


_ of opinion only, and relating to a third perſon. Me male 
910 queſtion, that, bad you been willing to confer with u, 


ave ſhould have offered you ſuch reaſons as might eaſily 
Have ſatisfied you, that the articles mentioned in that 


Paper of the 16th of March 1731, were proper charge, 
and not only ſurmiſes and ſuſpicions, and that we hau. 
always looked upon them as charges: and thoſe of us that | “ 
 ſubſeribed that paper do now declare them to be plain Þ 


charges (and expect to ſupport them as ſuch ) and th: 


till of late they have been looked upon as charges by our| ei 
reverend paſtor himſelf. Alſo we make no queſtion, but in| F 


a conference we could offer reaſon ſufficeent to conviniz ; ” 
you of rhe unreaſonableneſs of Mr.Fiske's propeſal hig 


We once more deſire this conference of you, not knowing | i 


ut even at this time it may be (by the divine bleſſing) a e 


we „ „ 
Da indeed tell us in your laſt letter, that from the fi, 


time you ever ſaw the papers of our controverſy with ti 


* reverend My.Samuel Fiske our paſtor (which paper ui. | 


referred to in our letter to you of the 14th of August. 


© 1732) until this day, you were and ſtill are of opinion 
* rhat it was and ſtill is our unqueſtionable duty (in th 

* proceſs we make againſt him) that ae bring no furmii 
" ſuppoſition or apprehenſion, but a plain accuſation, au ; 


lay it before him in writing, making mention of all an f. 
© every thing at which aue are offended ; and that we a, 
in the next place lay before him in writing the proof there 


For bis conviction, and when we find that we and he can 1 


not ſooner will it be time to ask the opinion of other! 


| Brethren, it is uncertain to us, whether you Have, a b i 
| beaſt all of you, ever (een thaſe papers that we referrei i ,, 


„not 
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i 
vu to, in that letter of the 14th of Augult before ments: 
ed. Me rather incline to think you have not ſeen them; 
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r had you ſeen them ard impartially conſidered them, 
ſeems to us next to an impoſſibility that you ſhould con- 
"Wade wirh ſuch abſurdity upon them. We very much 
"Fear. and that not without reaſon, that our difference in 
entiment ariſes from the want of a conference, your un- 
 Rcquarnredneſs with thoſe papers you mention, and your 
 R-/ineſs ro [ſubſcribe any thing that is Propoſed to you, 
Me pray you wonld examine your ſelves and conſider, che- 
Jer by theſe means you have not been inſtrumental in 


ö 
8 


1 engt hning out and continuing our unhappy diviſion. And 


% | uf upon examination you find you are not fully acquainted 
) oyp | dit rhe true (late of the comroverſie, but have been too 
it in| F$a/ity and wth too little conſideration, led into the [ub- 
ine ! crepreon of papers relating to it; wwe hope you will not 
hich Eſteem it a diſhonour to recede from your preſent opinion, 
1ral, | Febich you have imbib'd, from a want of knowlege of the 
vin; e ſtate of the caſe, but on the contrary look upon it to be 
nr T he greateſt Honour you can do your ſelves and this church, 
"1. | #9 uſe your utmoſt endeavours ro obtain a meeting of the 
I cburch, in which the whole affair may be opened and 
Til. airly debated before you : and then judge ye upon it with 
7 h! he impartiality and integrity of true chrifiians. 
» wh 3, But brethren, if thoſe papers were laid before you and 
gun 99 conſidered by you when you received cur letter of the 
nul 214th of Auguſt 1732, or about that time, (as your letter 
» th ould ſeem to intimate) then we muſt confeſs that they 
nie ad an extraordinary operation indeed; that ſo many of 
au de mould, at the firſt fight of them, be led into ſuch a 
an ce and exatt method of iſſuing our controverſie, as Mr. 
% Fiske Himſelf did not conceive of till ſix or eight months 
ert aſter; for at this time he was very full in a very different 
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net hod, which he declared to us ſpould be his only method: 
but theſe circumſtances ſeem to us to carry with them too 
great an air of incredibility. DEER 5 
= But be it ſo, brethren, that our papers had ſuch an 
extraordinary effect; where then was your faithful 


. 


neſs 
either to our reverend paſtor, or to us the aggr ved 
u did you not acquaint him with this excellent ay y 
3 ee af | „ ſcrip ty as 


 Seriptural method, and propoſe it to us as our indiſpenſ . 
Ulle duty immediately to comply with it, and thereby hau 
Prevented tavo years grievous contention among us? Ce. 

eainly the mutual obligations we are under to watch our 
one another for our edification, | loudly called for thi 
chriſtian advs/e and. aſſiſtance from you. . 
your letter intimates that you have ſeen and conf. 
dered of our papers, when you received that letter of th: 7 
14% of Auguſt before mention d ( and it muſt mean ſc, , 
it means any thing) you have brought your ſelves im 
this dilemna ; either that you Have been guilty of a green 

_ wnfaithſulneſs, or of ſomething ue are lorh to name: ll. 
dus would rather charstably cover this appearance witli 
à @ ſuppoſition, that you have at this time ( as well as, 
other times) been too eaſily led into the ſubſcripiion || 3 
what you have not fully underſtood. _ A 


. Brethren, your opinion of the unuarrantableneſ, it 
inſificiency of the ground and reaſons of our uithdrau F; 
ing from the holy communion in the ſame plate with , 
aud our deafneſs to all your intreaties to retunn to hu 
again, and our unreaſonableneſs in not complying <ul! * 
Mr. Fiske's propoſal, are ſo far from making it unadu. 
feable to have a church meeting, that they are ſufficien| 
reaſons and ſtrong obligations to you, earneſily to ende.. A 
vou the calling of one as ſoon as poſſible; to ad moniſu wh 

or thoſe our enormities,and to cenſure us for the ſameun | © 
' befs us profeſs repentance, and return to you again, or ca 
give you a {atisfattory reaſon for our condult. 
Brethren, in anſaver to the latter part of your letter tu. 
Jerriug to the lecture, we muſt aſſure you that you ᷓ 
Entirely miſtaken, if you imaginè that the diſcontinuant | 3 
' of rhe lecture by Mr. Fiske is our firſt charge (or as yi Þ Gers 
call it ſurmiſe ) againſt him; We only pray you to real ect 
carefully the paper of charges, and you may plainly ſu Spur, 
gour miſiake We sntirely agree with you, that it 15 tif 
 ar'ſ[dom of a ſurgeon to ſearch into and begin his cute i h 
the bottom of the wound : At this we have auholly asred Wet 
in the proceſs of our controverſie ; and that which is con- In 1 
tained in that paper of the 161h of March A736. : 


5 . ed * 
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are to be the bottom of this grievous wound, and tilt 
at be fully ſearcht imo, we cannot depend on a thoroug 


N 


We are your brethren in the goſpel 
= ini of Jeſus Chriſt, 
alem Sept. 19. 2734. „ : 

# Miles Ward, jun. James Lindall 

\ iff - | George Daland. Thomas Barton 

1% John 1 r ne Marſton 

John Bickford, jun. Benjania Lynde, jun. 
W Benjamin Lambert John Nutting. 

1 Samuel Giles Samuel Rope“ 
James Grant Nathanael Phippei 
Samuel Weſt | N Hathorne 
Henry Weſt. Nathanael Ropes 


To deacon Peter Oſgood, or „% 
„ Mr. Nathanael Oſgood, or VVV 2 } 
Jp Either wm ms, | | 


„To be communicated: | 


, A letter from ſeveral of the aggrieved brethien tg | 


e or do fully underſtand, how a church meeting is to per- 
med 4 et the [ame ; get we heartily concur uith our brei hren, 
co- u praying that rbexs may be a church meeting as ſoon gs 

e; where we deſire to be preſent, and of which are 


- 32) 


deſire to be timoly notified : and we entreat, yea we inf} 
upbn it as our right and privilege, that the charges . 
Bibited againſt you in that paper of the 16th March! 
1731, may then be heard and conſidered ; and that i h 


2 part of the buſineſs of the ſaid meeting, to bear ani. 


* conſider the ſame : and we would hope that at laſt u a Y 
_ — be 4 9 by the divine bleſſing, of putting an e ? 
to our ſinſul and ſcandalous diviſions, „ 
007 30:58 ae your aggrieved brethren, 


int El 
e 8 . James Lindal! 50. 
Thomas Barton fo, 
Benjamin Marſton Þ | 7 
Jo the rev. Mr. Samuel Ficke, Samuel Ropes |: 
_ paſtor of the firſt church of Nathanael PhippenÞ | {a 
Chriſt in Salem. Samuel Weſt BI 
e Nathanael Ropes o 
„ Samuel Giles 
= ” James Grant 
Benjamin Lynde, ju) 
Miles Ward, jun. 

John Archer 
- „„ Benjamin Lambert 
9 John Bickford, jun, 
Henry Weſt 

* George Daland. 


In the afternoon there was a motion made by fever! 
members, who were not preſent at the former ſeſſion 
of the council, that the Terrer of propoſals, which wi! 
then bro't in by Mr. Samuel Ruck, a member of tht 
=_ church eg 0 his Or! ＋ might bv 
read again and re-confidered : And the ſaid letter wi 
read accordingly, and ig'as follows, © 


wi 


70 


8 


"SWF 
To Mr. James Lindall in Salem. 


To be communicated. 


= Brethren, 7H IS "A 
* Durs, without date, I received on the firſt enſlant, In 
en anſwer wherero, obſerve, that I have ever been ready, 
to joyn iſſue with you, on the following reaſonable terms, 
= 07:4 5 3 Fatt 
n | That you commit to writing all that you have to lay 
to my charge at any time or place, or about any matter to 
this day: ſo as that you make it plainly an accuſation, 
got a ſuppoſition or ſurmiſe: And that you ajſo lay be- 
ßjÿiore me in writing, the proofs thereof for my convition- 
on | | Which accuſation if you make good, I ſtand ready to give 
| you ſatisfattion and compenſation : But if you fail of 
| making proof, I expect the ſame ſatisfattion and compen- 
pen ſation from you And if we cannot agree about the 
* ſufficiency of the proof, I ſtand ready to ask the opinion 


others about it, as we Hall agree to do. 
i, 5s the alone method of iſſue into which Ian g 
1 „„ am, brethren, 
Your affectionate and faithful paſtor. 
er ĩ K 


RO true copy per Samuel Fiske. 


Atſter the reading of which letter, the council ap- 
ven pointed a committee to take it into their conſideration, 
enn and make report thereon ; and then they adjourned to 
/// c ĩ er, 
of the 1 Oe 
zht be 
r M 


On the next day the report of the committee, cho- 
ſen the evening before, was read a firſt, ſecond and - 
third time; and an acceptance of it was voted by the 
2 delegates of ſeventeen churches then preſent, nemins 
J contradecerte : It is as follows, | 5 
. Ty 2 5 FSalen. 
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brought by Mr. Samuel Ruck into this council at their 
* former Seſhon, into conſideratjon, make report there. 

WI find upon examination, that Mr. Samuel Ruck 
*VV 


the grounds and reaſons of his conduct in not joining 
with the aggrieved brethren in moving for a church 
© ſcribed by a number of the brethren of this church, 
© who have adhered to the paſtor, that theſe propoſals 

_ © have been pleaded for their juſtification, in their not ag 

_ © purſuing any other meaſures for healing the diviſions ce 


4a ſufficient excuſe for their not having purſued pro- 
 * per mealures for the removal of thoſe grievous and 


© A for example, = . u 


obſerve 


© chriſtian ſat isfaction, to whom it is due, upon his being 


The committee appointed laſt evening by the coun: I 
t cil now convened in this place, to take the propeſals, MM 


offered this paper of propoſals, as containing 


meeting &c: We alſo find by ſeveral letters ſub. 


* of this church: And we are humbly of opinion, Þ'« je: 
* that the ſaid propoſals are very inſufficient for the gi 
f juſtification of thoſe who have relied upon them, (a Þ*« (41 


a 

5 
long continued diviſions, which have been and till fe 
9 are, found in the midſt of them ) they being liable to 1 


« great exceptions in every article therein contained, 


1.0 They begin, e That you commis 20 writing all 
Hat you have to lay to my charge at any time or place, it 
about. any matter to this day, Upon which we would 


3 C 
VVV 


ry 8 * * * <> 


i. That an offender is undoubtedly obliged to give 


n 


* informed of the offence, and challenged to make {i 
© tisfaCtion, be that information by word or wretivg ; M1 
and therefore he has no right to refuſe and diſregard = 
* ſuch information and challenge, till it be brought o 


2. When a perſon has given offence in a variety of it « 


— 


1 * inſtances, he is under obligation to make ſatisfaction Wi *© 


{ fox every particular offengs he has committed ; an! BY 


4 
- "6 FN 


005 


bas no right to refuſe or delay giving ſatisfaction in 
one inſtance wherein it is required, becauſe ſatisfacti- 
on is not at preſent demanded in the other inſtances 
BS wherein he has offended : for the dueneſs of ſatis- 
BS faction in one inſtance, no way depends upon the be- 
ing or not being of other offences. e 


2. Tis ſaid, S as that you make it plainly an ac- 
Pouſarion, not a ſuppoſition or ſurmiſe, Upon which 
Ewe would ſay, r, SR OO 8 ” We \4 4 8 
That the Goſpel every where enjoins charity; in 
E* conſequence of which law, chriſtians ſhould be ex- 

ceeding cautious, how they take up ſuſpicions and 
ſurmiſes againſt their chriſtian brethren, eſpecially 
©: againſt an elder: yet a matter may be ſo circumſtan- 
ced, as that there may be juſt grounds of fear and 
© jealouſy, that a perſon has ated finfully, and ſo as to 

give a public ſcandal ; inſomuch that it may be ſo 
far from a breach of charity to lay before the ſuſpect- 

ed perſon thofe grounds of fear and jealouſy, as that 

it may be a proper exerciſe of charity, and but a 
faithful diſcharge of our duty towards him. 


.] It goes on, © Aud that you alſo lay before me in 


1 writing the proofs thereof for my conviction. Unto which 
i * The objection lies, which has been mentioned 
in the firſt particular above. —_ „„ 


L 2. It doth not appear, that the aggrieved have not 


© © ſtood ready to lay before their paſtor all their proofs 


© © for his conviction : but on the contrary they have 


gde © been ſeeking a fit opportunity therefor, by endea- 
being © vouring to obtain the preſence of the whole church 
S la to affiit them, and judge between them. 
1195 3. © If it be intended, they ſhould do this in a private 
- 6410 way; we think it a very unuſual way of proceedure: 
| © The unreaſonableneſs thereof appears in this, that Mr. 
| * Ficke who is the accuſed party, would have this ad- 
vantage over thoſe that call themſelves the injured 
god [* Partys that he will know the whole of their ſtrength, 
before perſons be choſen to arbitrate in this diffe- 
e 5% aol 5 rence 


Erence ; and if he finds the proof ſtrong and ſufficient 
© for his conviction, he may then diſagree with the ag. 
© grieved as to the arbiters, and ſo intirely fruſtrate the 
© pretended means of accommodation; but if he find 
_ * the proofs weak and inſufficient (which by the ſaid 


58 Wit 


© ungrounded calumnies and aſperſions raiſed againſt 


and compenſation from you. Upon which we would 
obſerve, ,. 5 


gree, it cannot by any means be made appear, that 
the crimes where with they will be chargeable, in 


in point of guilt, with thoſe crimes he will be founi 
_ © puilty of, in caſe the charges be made good: ani 


ciency of the proof, I ſtand ready to ask the opinion i 


but that will not evidence, that they cannot agree: 
and ſo the matter may be 


* adherents are moſt likely to know his ſcale ther 


Ix) 


* propoſals they would be bound not to ſtrengthen 
any further or new evidences ) then Mr. Fick. 
may inſiſt upon ſatisfaction from the aggrieved, for 
8 
41 ..- © Thich accuſation if you make good, I | ſta 
720 to give you ſati;fattion and compenſation, but iff 
vou fail of making proof, I expect the ſame ſatssfaftin 


That incaſe it is intended be ſame in kind and d. 
* caſe they fail of proof, will bear an exadt proportion 


© therefore it cannot be juſt to ſubmit to ſuch a rule, 
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5.) Tis ſaid, © And if we cannot agree about the ſuf 
others about it, as we ſhall agree, g 
Upon which it may juſtly be azked ; How ani 
* when ſhall it be known, whether the parties can: 
* gree? It may appear manifeſtly enough at one is 
© terview and another, that they do not at preſent agree: 


put off from time to time. 
Again, who are thoſe others whoſe opinion ſhal 
© be asked? There is no intimation of laying tit 
matter before the church, or an eccleſiaſtical council 
but we find by a letter ſigned by ſome of the br: 
© thren dated Auguſt 29. 1734, (who being the paſtoii 


unreaſonably delayed, ani 


© that 


= Furs. ©. 
cient that mention is made of a very feww 20iſe men as ſuffi- 
> 2p. . cient for this purpoſe. V 
e the Further, in caſe they ſhall diſagree as to the ſuffi- 

find; ciency of the proof, what aſſurance is there, that 
* (aid they will any more agree about thoſe perſons whole 
then opinion is to be asked? And if they diſagree here, 

Fish what proviſion is there made, to accommodate this 
, for matter, and bring things to an iſlue? 
Zainſt Vea, it may be asked; in caſe they ſhould agree 
[|< upon the ſufficiency of the proof, and yet differ up- 
on the head of the ſatisfaction that is due; how can « 


5 ſtan the matter be ſettled by any thing in theſe propoſals? 


actia N 6.] In the cloſe tis ſaid, ® This is the alone met bod 
vould of ue into which T ſpall go. „ 


e apprehend, that no accuſed perſon can be 
1d d. © veſted with a right of preſcribing ſuch a method of 
tha accommodation, without an exact attendance upon 
le, u which, his accuſers ſhall be denied all f{atisfaction. 
portion And for the reverend Mr. Fiske to be ſo peremptory 
found in ſaying, this is the alone method of iſſue into which 
and © he will go, appears to us, as if he had faid, Jet ibe 
ule, WW * antereſt of Chriſt ſuffer asit will, let my church be un- 
76 der contentions till it is conſumed by them; I will not 
e ful 

ion © breadth from my own preſcriptions and propoſals : And 
ve think this is not only extremely diſtant from the 
example of the great apoſtle, who became all things 
can to all men, that be might gain ſome ; but gives little 
ne iu evidence of his wearing that part of the character of 
gree a goſpel miniſter, or ſelf-willed, And in brief, 
gte when we conſider how deficiemt and unſcriptural 
, au ©theſe propoſals are, tis bard to determine, whether 
| © the weakneſs and folly, or fin and wilfulneſs be the 


v and 


| ſhall greater, which is diſcovered in ſo abſolutely aſferting, 
2 9 *that he will go into no other method of iflue, _ 

e bu, Upon the whole, the committee are of opinion, 
aſtoi chat che propoſals are very unreaſonable-and unſcrip- 
ere 


— — ow — 


a 


& 


© tha 


| © regard it, nor for the prevention of it, go one hairs 
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_ * a, goſpel miniſter, and inconſiſtent with the conſtity: MW 
e tion of theſe churches, and can have no tendency to 
promote peace and charity in this divided church of | 
Salem And © conſequently, theſe propoſals are no 
"© juſtification of Mr. Rack and the reft of the church EF 
"© that adhere to Mr. Fiske, in not endeavouring 2 
meeting of the church for that end. 1 


But if for arguments ſake it ſhould be allowed, 

_ © that theſe propoſals made all the conceffions that can 
in reafon be expected from him; then it is certain, 
© that the aggrieved brethren are guilty of a great FEY 

 * offence, in refufing to comply with ſuch reaſonable Þ® 
terms of accommodation, and continuing in their ſe pe-. 
ration: which guilt the church bring upon them. 
© ſelves, by neglecting thoſe brethren, and by not! 
© meeting together to take proper meaſures for their! 
J f nin hel 


Ws le 


- 


This report was read a firſt, ſecond and third time; 
and voted nemine contradicente. OS 


N 185 Jeremiah Wiſe, Mod. 


This report being accepted as has been related, the 
council thought it might be of advantage to have it 
communicated ; And, inaſmuch as ſevetal in the firſt 
church of Salem, be ſides the paſtor, have much inſiſted 
on this letter of propoſals from Mr. Fiske to his aggrieved 

| brethren, as a ſufficient reaſon for their neglect of any 
other means of peace; the council therefore voted, 
that a committee be ſent to the reverend Mr. Fiske, 
. deſiring him that he would call his church together, 
and be preſent with them at ten o' clock in the fore- 
noon of the next day, at the town houſe ; when and 
"where he, and they, might hear ſuch remarks upon his 
- Propeſals, as the council judged would be ſufficient If 


<3 


„ear conviction: And this committee returned wi 
She following account, © that Mr. Fiske utcerly refuſc 

o have the meſſage read unto him, and ſaid, he 

ch Fho't himſelf impoſed on by the council in the repeti- 


*X The council here upon ſent a committee to deſire all 
ad 1 he brethren of the firſt church in Salem to attend them 
t nine o'clock on the next morning in the town houſe 

hat they might hear the aforeſaid remarks of the council 
Jvypon Mr. Fiske's propoſals: And that committee was 
gal ſo directed to inform them concerning the purpoſe of 
{he council, to have a publick rehearſal of their re- 
marks upon the ſaid propoſals at eleven of clock in 
the forenoon of the next day in the meeting houſe of 
"Ihe firſt pariſh in Salem: And then the council ad- 


Journ'd co nine of clock the next morning. 


And, when the council was met according to ad- 

 F Journment, their committee diſpatched the evening 
je: before, informed them, © that of the brethren who 

"FT adhered to Mr. Fiske, two only ſpake of coming to 

them, and they doubtfully, and that the reſt peremp- 

od, FF torily refuſed.” However, a conſiderable number 
and had Mr. Fiskes propoſals, with the council's re- 
marks upon the ſame, read unto them; and declared, 

that as they had not conſented to the offence of the 

firſt church in Salem, ſo they did not then conſent unto 

it, but bare witneſs againſt it. And it now appeared 


the 


3 


ggrieved & offended at the conduct of the firſt church 
n Salem, and in due ſort bore their teſtimony againſt it. 


ber, Upon this the council adjourned to the meeting 
ore. houſe; where the propoſals and the remarks upon them, 
were publickly rehearſed in a large aſſembly : and, 
Saſter the reading of theſe papers, the Moderator pub- 
e licklz declared in the name of the coupcil, that, if 
fi ,, <,..- .- .-_ 


-4 


of the aggrieved brethren only of the church attended, 


to the council, that en three of the brethren were 
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there were any members of the firſt church in Sal», |; 
who conſented not to the offence of the church, bu 
would properly. bear witneſs againſt it, they were de. 
| fired to attend the council at the town houſe at three 


the goſpel, and the pure communion of theſe churches Wh 
to come to the following reſult. 


| church in Salem, and Having reinforced. the repeated al || 
monitions to the firſt church in Salem, by leaving uit 
them in July laſt, a letter of advice for the conviction i 
met h 


the council now declare their approbenſion and judgment, 
that the firſt church in Salem has ſlighted all the means 


 Pheir duty as a church in any one particular. 
As therefore the 4215 church norwithſtanding a lot 


riss of reproofs, a 
pon the account of their open offences, (till remains obi. 


C90). 


ik 
o clock in the afternoon when they ſhould be heard 
And then the council adjourned to that place, ©) 


: When the council convened at the town houſe in . 


the afternoon, it appeared to them, that the paſtor and ＋ 
a majority of the brethren, continued to neglect the 


means of peace and unity; and that the firſt church in 
Salem was not only obſtinate and impenitent in ſcan. nt - 


dalous diviſions and contentions. among themſelves; 
but had greatly added to that their fcandal, by refuſing 


to give any ſatisfaction to neighbouring churches, ea. 


neſtly intreating the ſame ; and even refuſitig all com. 


munion and conference with her fiſter churches, in 
order to remove the ſcandal continuing and growing 


in that chriſtian community. And therefore the cou. 
cil were greatly grie ved to find themſelves obliged i 
from a concern for the honour of Chriſt, the order of 


& 


THE council of churches Bere convened, having er 5 
E mined and maturely weighed the caſe of the fi 


Hat 77 church; and having offered ot her proper 
ods for that end, which have proved ineffectual; 


which have been uſed with them; nor has complied ill 


monitious, aduite, and other meats, 


gait 


4 


e, vor reſolued or even diſpoſed to SIR the evil of 
lem, r beir m,“? ade rhe council aforeſaid thinkour ſelves call d 
but ro bear witneſs againſt the male adminiſtration of that. 
de. fending church, according to rhe direction of our * 
aree ¶ Form o Church-diſcipline 3 


Th Ae in the name of our Lord Thus Chri, i, 
rroreſt, declare and publiſh, that this church is become 
e in pb/tinate and impenitent tn ſcandal, and bas juſtly expos d 


and t e to a ſentence of non communiou Jrow our Jen 
the churches. - 5 

hin 

can Houias male which Wierer ne ae further proceed 


ves; ¶ xo declare ro all rhe churches of our Lord Feſus Cphriſt 
afing WT bro! this province, that the firſt church in Salem have. 
ed. 7 uſtly forſeitèd the privilege of communion with we 
com uf ches, and deſerve fo be arpreved of that provil: 125 


Wing? However, the council ee to rhe pattern of our 
coun great Saviour, who has compaſſion on the igmrant, and 
1ged, ? Wn ſuch as are out of the avay, think and mate Rnowwn, 
r off bat rhe churches to which we reſpectively belong, may 
cha fy put of tenderneſs and compaſſt ton, delay to Pronounce the 

ſentente of neu (ommunion, for the ſpace of Three moni 
Vom the date of this our declaration. 


lf . ; And if after this patient and ods delay 7 175 7 
fir ence, it Hall not appear ro our reſpecti ve churches, that 
d 4 e firſt church in Salem have repented, and beraken 
06h Wir hemſelues ro the uſe of proper means of peace and heal. 

500 if g, we r hen adviſe, that our churches approving aud 
oper N accepting rhe Judgment of rhis council, declare the {entence 


ual; non. communion reſpectively concerning them; andihat 
mem, bey wirhdraw rhemſelves from participation with 1h: mn 
means Wt the Lord's table, and from ſuch other acts of holy 


rommunion, as the communion of churches dot otherwiſe 
Blow and requi re. And we go adviſe all rhe chIνið h 
ef cur Lord Foſus Ch: iſt thro' this province, out of 4 
WP *ligions care to keep th eir own communion pure, tu pro- 
yea, N 2. > DUB: 


T1 Ws 5 
oat, 


Nounce the ſame ſentence of non communion Concer ni 19 
_ that obſtinate and impenitent church; and to withdraw 
in rhe ſame manner from them, 1 


Jending church, | viz. Benjamin Lynde, James Lindal, Ben. 


Barton, Meſſieurs John Bickford, Henry Weſt, Samuel 


from their own church, © 


th, s b ; 
4 2 . 
4 % 


Aud in as much as there are ſeveral members of this of. | 


min Marſton, Benjamin Lynde, jun. Eſars; Col, Thomas | 
Ropes, Nathanael Phippen, John Nutting, Samuel Weſt, : 0 
Nathanael Ropes, George Dal and, Samuel Giles, James 
Grant, John Archer, Miles Ward, jun. Benjamin Lam. 
bert, John Bickford, ju» James Odel, Capt. Joſeph | 


 Hathorne, Mr. Samuel Qſgood, and Caps. Jonathan ; E 


Gardner.] who do not conſent ro the coff-nce of rhe church, | 


But in dus ſort bear their teſtimony againſt it, we adviſe | % 


our reſpective churches, and all the churches of Chr 


tro the province, to receive them to wonted communion ; | be 
for ve apprehend theſe to be innocent perſons in thu | © 
cburcb, who therefore ſhould not ſuffer with the offenſive | , 
And furthermore we adviſe, that if ſuch innocent perſon | © 
withdraw from tbe fellowſhip of their own church, ai] „ 
oer themſelves to the fellowſhip of another, they may & 


be received into it, as if they had been orderly diſmiſp © 


In the name and by the direction of the council! 


Salem, October 18th. 1734. 
Jeremiah Wiſe, Madera 
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WE [Upon this the council deſitd the Moderator to ſign 

eReſult, & appointed a number of perſons to complete 

ad print the narrative of the council's proceec W 
a 


— 


hd communicate the printed narratives to all t 
ongregational churches in the province. 
The council then removing into the meeting houſe > 


the firſt pariſh in Salem, read the reſult to a numerous 


* — 


g copy of the reſult to be delivered to the reverend 
Mr. Fiske, to be communicated to the ſaid firſt church in 
z third to be delivered to the aggrieved ; the mode- 


cl |] PEE EPEPEOEDPEDEEDEEGEE: 


age 7. line 3, read 1733. p. 21 I. 14 r. diviſions. p. 22 
I. pennt dele and are as follows. p. 24. 1, 23. for think r. bing. 


but out. p. 64. 1. 18. dele the. p. 68. I. 26. f. Jay, r. be laid. p. 
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r. 1154, 
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guditory. And prayer being made (as had been uſual 
L orning & evening) the council withdrew,and ordering 


alem; another to be delivered to deacon Oſzocd, and 


| Fator then, purſuant to a vote, declared the council to 


eee 


p. 32. I. 7. for from r A. p. 61. I. II. r. council. p. 63. 1.16. r. 


13, l. 13. dele a, J. 15. r. propoſal. p. 78. I. 26. r. papers. P. 81. 
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TE the fulſeriters being — bs the Jath s 


council at Salem, to prepare a narrative of 


their Proceedings for the preſs, and when printed, 
10 communicate the ſame to the ſeveral congregatio. 


deavoured to anſwer the defire of the council ; and 


OY Too. ON | 
1 ay | Witneſs our i hands, 


| Joſeph Sewall 
Thomas Prince 
== e Joſhua Gee 
8 Sl amuel Mather 
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> 8 JIoſiah Willard 
F sf 0 Þ 
William Brattle 
1 5 Thomas Cuſhing, jun. 
bY 3 James Pierpoint 
'S Edward Proctor 
4 5 PDaniel Henchman 
_ 5 Sy e William Lee © 
—_ ei William Larrabee 
'Y. . *\ Grafton Feveryear 
re e ; Jonathan Simpſon 
nds Rb James Halſy 
7 01..75 7 Mwgy  : .* » Woaatel Pecker 
8 Moſes Peirſe. =] 
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nal churches in the province; have accordingly en. 


atteſt: the foregoing account to be a true narratin L 
of their proceedings, according to their minutes, ani RM 


Edward Hutchinſon : 
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